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KUALA LUMPUR. Wed. —
The ahilities of women have
been accorded grester rec-
oan on today with women
playing a more prominent
role in palitics and the gov-
ernment, Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Drﬁli\_@ba,thi.rMQ-
hamad sald t@lay.
“~He said that in the past,
women would aways be
given insignificant rolésin a
world dominated by men.
However, the ‘situation
had changed and women

which was just ‘as important

asmen's .

In?gct, he said, some 50
per cent of the workforce
o e il thi

r ir is
when he Iaunche%aI gor_mer
Welfare_Servtces Minister
Tan Sri Aishah Ghani’s
memoirs, Aishah Ghani,
memoir Seorang Pejuanl%,uat
the Dewan Bahasa dan Pus-
taka (DBP) here toda%.

He said Aishah, the sec-

ond. woman to become a
minister here, was among
women who had played a
dynamic role in politics as
well as the government.

Dr Mahathir said Aishah,
who is also a former Wanita
Umno leader, was initialy
sceptical ahout assuming
the responsihilities of her
predecessor Tan Sri Fati-
mah Hashim as Wanita
leader and a Federal Minis-

ter.
But she was forced to as-

ition today for women’s abil ities

%&Egovg playing a rote

sume the responsibility and
eventudly played an impor-
tant role’in Wanita Umno
and subsequently in the
government.

Aishah had traced her ex-
periences from the early ' 30s
to the mid-'80s as well as the
history |?f Wanita Umno in

er book.

She was the first woman
to be appointed senator in
1962 and was made a repre-
sentative to the United Na-
tions in 1973.

She received her early
education at Sekolah Mela-
yu Bukit Raya and contin-
ued her studies in Sumatra
and later at the Regent
Street Polytechnic London
where she’pursued a course
in journalism.

Iso present at the cere-
mony were International
Trade and Industry Minister
Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and
National Unity and Social
Development ‘Minister Da-
tuk Napsiah Omar.
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