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KUALA LUMPUR, Wed:-
United States President-
elect Bill Clinton should at-
tend to human rights and
environmental issues in his
country before exporting
such standards to other
countries, Datuk Serl  Dr
hlam

-day.
said to

“You cannot preach some-
thing YOU do not practise.
We hope there is no attempt
to export their ideas and
standards to other peo
the Prime Minister to1

le ”
B r&

porters after launching for-
mer Welfare Services Minls-
ter Tan Sri Alshah Ghanl’s
memoirs, Aishah Chani,
Memoir Seomng  Pejuang,  at
the Dewan Bahasa dan Pus-
taka (DBP) here.

Congratulating Clinton
on his victory over Geor
Bush, Dr Mahathir said t

e
%e

presidential election cam-
paign concentrated on do-
mestic issues which were of
interest to Malaysians.

,

“But of greater interest
would be the winner’s  for-
eign policy . . . and we know
very little. We have to wait
until we know more of kin-i
b&ire we can comment, he

Di Mahathlr said Bush
lost because he concentrat-
ed too much on foreign af-
fairs and because of the role
pla ed by (former Secretary
of tate and later campaignB
chairman) James Baker.

He felt Bush did not give
sufficient attention to do-
mestic matters, lncludlng
the econom

“So I Ywou d say that one of
the major reasons why Bush
lost is that he had Baker
with him. I think it is a good
thing now that Baker is out
of the picture,” he said.

Asked lf Clinton, should
ch7 the negative US

‘&an to the East Asia Eco-
nomic Caucus, Dr Mahathir
said he hoped the new lead-
ers would not be “so fright-
ened” of a simple forum of

I East Asian countries.
“We are not going to be a

trade bloc so we hope the
new leadership would look
on this proposal with less
emotion, ’ he said.

When asked to comment
on the statement by US Am-
bassador to Malaysia John
Wolf that the tone and sub-
stance of United States eco-
nomic, democratic and secu-
rity policies in the region
may.change with the presi-
der&ls;;uisition,  Dr Ma-

“I like to keep an open
mind. So we will watch first.
I think  the ambassador is
just making his own assess- ,
men&like other people.”

On the detention of 24 Ma-
laysians in Boston, Dr Ma-
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h thir said the incident
would affect the US image
abroad because although
the Malaysian tourists
might have done something
wrong, the manner in which
they were treated was some-
thing that would not be tol-
erated here.

“We do not treat foreign-
ers, especially tourists, that
way, even if they are in the
wrong. We have one million
foreigners who have come
here illegal1 but we have
not treated tgem that way,”
he said.

Asked whether a stron
protest would be lodged
with the US, he said the
government would first
study the basis of the pro-
test.

On the DAP’s rejection of
the Penang Government’s
Bill to increase t.he number
of state constituencies, Dr
Mahathir said the DAP, de-
spite its claims about de-
mocracy, had deprived Pe-
nang voters of the right to
greater representation in
the State Assembly.

B  rejectin the move, he
2 7)sai the num er of elected

representatives was still the
same while the voter popu-
lation had increased.

“1 feel the DAP’s action is
not democratic but it is not
surprising that the DAP is
taking this attitude because
in their party, the voice of
members is not. like in
Ev or other political par-

“They practise the elite
system . . . the cadre system

where leaders choose lead-
ers and the leaders will re-
main. So it is clear that the
DAP’s hold on democracy is
extremely weak and that is
why they do not want voters
to

%
et a bigger voice.”
n Semangat 46 president

Tengku Razaleigh Ham-
zah’s  call to dissolve the Pe-
nang Government, Dr Ma-
hahir said the suggestion
would only be implemented
if the Opposition was in
power.

On DAP secretary-general
and Opposition Leader Lim
Kit Siang’s call for a referen-
dum, he said: “This is the
view of people who do not
have power wanting to take
the power of those in power
- so they make such sug-
gestions.

“If they are the govern-

ment, they would not even
do it within their party. So
cll$ talk about a referen-

Meanwhile, Foreign Min-
ister Datuk Abdullah Ah-
mad Badawl said Malavsia
was confident that r&a-
tions with the US would
be further enhanced under
the Clinton administra-
tion.

Malaysia hoped that the
existing cordia  relations be-
tween the two countries
would greatly improve and
that there would be a better
understanding of regional
issues.

“We hope that there will
be a better understanding of
the problems we encounter
from time to time,” he told
reporters at Parliament
House.
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