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Mahathir-Politics
.DON’T PLAY WITH FIRE, MAHATHIR RNS
bm ’ %” ?JIP
‘KUALA  LUMPUR, Nov  6# (Bernama)  -- Prime Minister :)at.uk  Seri Dr Mahathir

. Mohamad today warned certain groups not to’ play with fire by working with
foreigners to violate Malaysia’s independence,

Cal 1 ing them traitors, be firmly stated: We will not allow anyone to
disunite our country and we will defend our f reedoin  and rights .+

He sa.id it. was possible that inf laenced by the trend in the emergence
o f  n e w  sta.tes (as a result.  of the disin.tegration  o! the Soviet bl’oc)  t h e s e
people wanted to do the same thing in Malaysia although they tried to deny
i t .

+But, by calling fbr a review of .the re1ationshi.J;  between the  Federal
and state governments , calling for a referendum and making plans to take
over the role of security, does this not show an al-tempt  to break away from
of Malaysia ? he asked, when opening t.he Umno  Gener:il  Assembly at the Putra
Wolrd Trade Centre here, ,’

Dr Mahathir, who is Umno President, said Malaysicr is a country of peace
which should not be’threatened by fanning the fire:; of communalism and
statehood. -- more
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. +Once rational thinking is replaced with emotion, it would he very

,. * difficult for those who arouse such feelings to calm dowri  the situation,+
1 ’ he added.

Dr Mahathir said these people thought .that .the  foreigners would defend
. - their actions and they tell of the supposed Federal government persecution

,’ because they are Christians.
He added; +They  think we will not take action in the belief that we are

afraid of  their  f r iends overseas .
+I want. to advise them that those friends of theirs who claim to be the

champion s of the freedom and rights of the minority no lonl_;er  have any
c red ib i l i t y .

+They  claim the’right ‘to intefere in the affairs of any country where
human rights is ,not respected. But what do we see .in Bosnia?+

He said human rights .were  being vio!.ated  so cruel.ly  and openly in
Bosnia but the so-called champions refused to take any effective action and

* ‘merely say +-Don’t,  don’t+. while thousands of Muslims and Christian Croats
were murdered. -- more . ,4 i.,j
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If Barisan Nasional was unable to rule any st,ate in, Malaysia, it, was
’alright and +we accept.  the democratic decis,i.on of I he peogJ_e,+  he adde&/

+But, let not anyone or arly state try to threater, the  federa t ion .  The
Federal government’s responsibility is clear, that is, it will defend -the-:++
federation and the independence CJf the country by whatever  means,+ he sa$$.

Turning to democracy within Umno, Dr Mahathir said it was an instrument.
and ‘method of administration more able to give just ice to the people than,S’
other systems.

l’he decl.aration  of Umno  as unlawful following the: scramble 1:or  party
posts in 1987.should  serve as a lesson of the implication:; of the abuse and
misunderstanding of democracy, he added.

He said he was inclined to say that Umno members had leaknt  the lesson
of ,the 1987 sitria’tion but the fact was there were those who have yet to do
so.

+For  ‘the elections in the branch.es and divisions, u:nhealthy campaigns
were conducted and government facilities were sometimes used to obtain
support for themselves ,+ he added. -- more
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Dr Mahathir revealed that poison ,pen letters con t a in ing  f a l s ehoods  and
party secrets were distributed, booh‘s were published to run down certain
leaders and huge sums of money spent to get supyor.t.

+I wish to remind that if there is an over obsession to get positions
in the party, they party will be destroyed,+ he said.

He added .that. if the contest for posts was too hot, success would have
no meaning and othe?s would derive the benefits.

He wanted party members to give- priority to Umno and not,-to certain
p e o p l e .

Touching on Constitutional Monarchy, Dr Mahathir reiterated that only
Umno, ‘among Malax political parti.es, was, firm in supporting the system of
monarchic rule.

He said: We chose Lhe system of Constitutional Monarchy because we
were concerned that if the system of full monarchic rule was chosen,, the
powers would be abused and, eventually, the people ‘will rebel and the
syst.em  replaced by a republic. -- more
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.- *If we- criticise  the behaviour of any Ruler, it is ‘to put a stop to
such unsettling behaviour and, consequently, support for the system of
monarchy, will not be jeopardi’sed. +

”
‘.

Dr Mahathir also reminded the Malays that they should not depend on
political power forever to achieve progress.

Political power was merely a crutch for the crippled in o-ther areas and .
+t.hose who use a crutch all the time will become weaker because their limbs ’
are not fully used and .they will  lose their strength+.

*Crutches nre’ only useful and should be used to overcome a temporary
weakness,+ he said.

I I He added that the crutches should be .discarded  and the’ Malays  must
stand on their own feet because crutches could break as had happened in
1987’ when -their political power was nearly lost because of the greed for
power among the Malays themselves. JI .

ACan we ensure that such greed for power does not recur? Can we be
certain that this time th&  crutch of the Malays ,will not break and be
lost?+ he asked. -- BeTnama
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