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. UMNO I’S NOT FANATICAL ON’THE SSUE OF ISLAM, SAYS MAH,ITHIJ{
1,’ I ’ b m b-p

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov Q (Bemama  1 -- UMNO President Datuk Peri Dr Mahathir -’

_ .:
Mohamad,once  again made UMNO’s  stand clear -- it would not become a .
fanatical party ,but act in moderation and pragmatism on the question of,
Islam.

,‘I ,,

Stressing ,that Umno held steadfast to the ‘true teachings of Islam,’ the
part.y would continue to strive for equilibrium between. the, world and
hereaf ter  befit:ti.ng the teachings which was flexible in its exhortations: ’ .

+Moderation  ,is the way called for which could save, expand and
strengthen Muslims, + ‘he told more -than 1,700 delegates when opening the

UMNO,  General Ass,embly’  at. the Putra World Trade Centre here today.
Dr Mahathir., who is Pri:me  Minister, said UMNO would be friends and

co-operate with non-,Muslims  who were not their enemies.
,, .)‘I Referring .to non-Muslim’members from Sabah Umno, he said their

acceptance in ,the party would not undo its struggle for Islam because +this
is not the first time Muslims and nun-Muslims work together to achiiw a

noble objective+. -- more . .‘*
.
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He added that fanaticism was not a teaching of Islam; in fact
fanaticism that could put MusJ.i.ms  and Islam in jeopardy’ an3,2ossible
destruction, went against, the teachings. 7 4

Dr Mahathir took to task, detractors of Vision 2020 who f0cusse.d merely&  .
on the  v is ion  of: the  hereaf ter  and sa id  thei r  ac t ions  whi.ch p r e v e n t e d ,,
Muslims. from achieving worJ.dly success were the deeds of people working: ’
with the enemy.

,,

+Vi’sion  2020 ‘is not only in line with Islam and, in truth; itis to
preserve-and expand Islam,+ he said,
achieve the vision objectives

adding that Umno would strive to
as its struggle, for .the re l ig ion .

He said Muslims had the ability to revive the gloribus,civilisation  of
the past where they commanded, knowledge in’ science, medicine,
adminis t ra t ion;  defcnce,  law, navigation and other field,s..

+These  c a p a b i l i t i e s are stil l  to be found,among  .Muslims. ‘All .that is
needed is to be freed from the yoke of teachings t h a t  s t r e s s  t h e  h e r e a f t e r
without being balanced s,wlJit.b  attenti.on  to happiness in the world,+ he added. ,
-- more .’
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Dr Mahathir regretted the attitude of people who gave prominencx  to the
vision of the hereafter and ridi.culed  Malaysia’s ambitions to become a
world’ power capable of helping,Muslims  like .those in Bosnia.

+They  are more  wi l l ing  to see Muslims die of starvation or slaughter by
the enemies than to strive to equip themselves to protect Muslims and the
human race, f he said.

He said .these people were willing .to let Muslims remain peak, backward,
unlearned, persecuted,,tortured  and down-trodden while they themselves
pursued human comfoqts and power.

To these’people,  he added, knowledge was confined to. interpretations
and religious ‘rulings specially selected  by them while .other knowledge was
.declared seoula’r and unworthy of pursuit,.

+For  that reason, today Muslims are not only factionalised and become
enemies of one aqother  but they are also ignorant of. the true teachings and
the knowledge required for development, defenoe  and safety of Muslim,s,+ he
said. ., -- more
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. * pr Mahathir stress that the calamities befalling Muslims around the
world today did not, stem from .the Islamic religion but,,from’  the devotion of

csrt.ain people  who in terpre ted  the  re l ig ion  to  su i t  se l f - in teres ts  wi thout
regard for the .teachings of the Prophet Muhammad. ’
+AIt.hough  the Islamic religion revealed to the Prophet Muhammad is only
one, it is no longer so .today because all kinds of ,teachings  by certain
p e o p l e  liave divided it into tens of beliefs which of ten cont.radi,oted  one
a n o t h e r  ,+ h e  s a i d .

He pointed out,. tbat what was meant by the A ssab iyah  factisn were  those
who gave prominence to fact,ional:i’sm  to the extent that there was no longer
loyalty to Muslims ok the religion.

I +When they become loyal ‘to a leader or a poli t_ical.  group, they no
longer question ‘Xhe  good or had or right ci:r wrong of the.. deeds o’f their’
leader or group,?  he said.

The.  group, he added, was bl..inrl.ly  loyal to ,their  ‘leader and group.
al’though  what,  is done by the leader .o.r group ,was contradict.ory  to &lam.  --
more %
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+Th.is  is the Assabiy61; group formed by certain people to achieve their ’
own ambitions. That the existence of .this Assabiyah group is opposed to the
teachings of Islam and divide,s

;

s a i d .
and weakens Mus1ims.i.s  igngred by them,+ he

nr Mahathir’ said .they  had no qualms decl.aring  Muslims whq opposed them
as i’n.fidelk and .def:iled the sanctity of mosqdes  to spreah *th,?.ir  p r o p a g a n d a
w i t h  impnnity.  . .

f-le admitted that ih..Islam,  .pol..i tics co1.11~1  not be divorc:ed from religion
+hnt. what it means is Isl.amic  politics,.  not party politics that give
p r o m i n e n c e  t o  t h e  group and ambi.tion  of leader,s, that is, ksabiyah ’

p o l i t i c s . +  - -  Bernama
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