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E Prime Minister likened
the political strength of the
Malays to that of a walking
stick, saying that they can-
not depend on it forever.

Like the boaP/ that be-
comes wegk affer using a
walking stick over a lon

&

period, the Malay race wi
also become weak and help-
lessif |td§)endsp ely on
olitical stren t.h,,!%tuk
eri_Dr_Mahathir [0fz .
said.

The Malays must make
use of their political

strength to build resilience
in other areas like business,
education, industry and
technology. = .

Speaking in his keynote
address, Dr Mahathir said
the Malays and Bumipu-
teras were lucky because
theerwere strong politically
an therefore, could protect
their interests.

The walking stick should
be used to ovércome tempo-
rary weaknesses. After re-
covery, the walking stick

should be removed and they
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should stand on their own
feet, he said.
He spoke of the need for
Malay and Bumiputera bu-
sinesmen to look into new
ventures and not be afraid
to take risks. .
“Should our business re-
main small because we are
afraid of the risks? Unfortu-
nately for us, in this world
of giants, small businesses
may not last long.

gql itical strength

Whether we like it or
not, Bumiputeras need to
venture into big businesses
and industries If we are to
contribute towards rectify-
ing the imbalance betweén
Bumiputeras and non-Bu-
miputeras,

_ “The risks ¢an be reduced
if one is patient and con-
ducts detailed studies.
Working as a paid employee
may help one to gather n-
formation and experience.
The purchase of shares in
companies where one is em-
ployed may adso help,”
here wefe many fields of
business and it was essen-
tial that Bumiputeras in
volved themsealves in these
businesses on a large scale
?nd a{tn an orderly and sys-
ematic manner, ,

Nobod hSl&lﬁld fecl dl,sl-
couraged that there*vere al-
ready big com: a(nri?s“?m any
particular field.

“We should consider oth-
er fields which are no less
important in a sophisticated

economy. It is not wise to

concentrate on businesses
in which there are ar
many Bumioutera partici-
pants. i

“As | have said, not all
businesses are controlled by
big companies. Through a
franchise system, individ-
ual traders with sufficient

jital can own and manage
their own shop. Even today,
petrol_stations are owned by
individuals through fran-
chise. Such franchised busi-
nesses can be applied to oth-

areas. ) .
Hesalg “thmktb| K waBs?
roper slogan today. Bu
gucﬁ thi,nkl%g mustaybe, ac-
companied by big capita,
trustworthinéss, “manage-
ment expertise and experi-
ence which would inspire
confidence among custom-

ers and financia institu-
tions.
“An entrepreneur used to

apPIY for one taxi licence
but today, applications for
100 licences can be said to
have absorbed the culture of
‘think big’,” he added.




	PM: Don't rely on political strength (NST 07/11/1992)

