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not guarantee greater unity
in the party.

In fact, said the Prime
Minister in response to a
question by the Press, such
a move might even split the
members.

Speaking at a Press con-
ference at the end of the
second day of the Umno gen-
eral assembly at the Putra
World Trade Centre here to-
day, Dr Mahathir said he
could not ask party mem-
bers to be united and that he
could only advise them.

The Prime Minister was
asked why the question of
unity kept cropping up dur-
ing the assembly and
whether a drastic action,
like naming a successor,
would ensure unity among
members.

“We cannot force the peo-
ple to be united. We can
only advise them on how
they can achieve greater
unity,” said the Prime Min-
ister.

He added that his refer-
ence to unity did not mean
there was no unity in the
party.

“There is unity but it
could be better,” said the
Umno chief who made party
unity one of the key points
tfl,,;;,sterday’s opening ad-

On the circulation of poi-
son-pen letters, which Dr
Mahathir raised in his
speech and was hotly debat-
ed today, the Prime Minister
advised Umno members
who had copies of the letters
to hand them to the police to
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facilitate investigations as
suggested by the Inspector-
General  of Police, Tan Sri
Haniff Omar.

Asked whether Umno
would.act. .again+ those re;
sponsnue  for
circulating t e letters, Drg

roducmg ana

Mahathir said that would,
only be decided after the
police had completed then
investigations.

To a question on whether
Umno would consider set-
ting up a bureau on so@J@-

0 PLEASE TURNX~ “TX
PAGE 2, COL 6



__._.  _..~ --

Di M: We must
the rules

address this morning, Dr
Mahathir  said he was sad-

~ dened by the incident.
“TFiough  we may not like

a certain ruling by the per-
manent chairman, we have

to respect it. Otherwise the
He said such a move, how-‘.  ,meetin

ever, would not necessarily
cannot proceed

: smoot8
guarantee that friction

y,” he said.
The Prime Minister, how-

would not occur among ; ever, said #at such an inci-
[ some members. dent had occurred before.

‘What is important is for “There have been in-
the members to adopt team-: * ’ stances where even some
work. Sometimes there are ” supreme council members
people who are greedy. Un- were called bloody fools,” he
der such circumstances, es- , said.
tablishing such a byau
wi;not  be of much help, he

On the publication of
books on the country s poh-

On his meeting with rep-
tics durmg the assembl
said the writers were tI?

he
ose

resentatives of Sabah Umno
this afternoon, Dr Mahathir

who had no principles but

said it was to discuss the
were merely out to make

party’s stand on certain&
profits.

When asked whether the
sues since some party mem- books could be banned, he
Fer&  were now non-Mus-  said it co.uld not be done

Asked about the outburst
unless then  contents threat-

by Senator Datuk Azman
ened security.

“We are democratic
Attar  Othman during the
debate on the presidential

though the foreign Press do
not believe so,” he said.
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