
oison-pen letters “cowards
with dubious intentions,”
who presented half truths
as absolute truths.

He likened their methods
to those of Goebbels, the
notorious Nazi propaganda
minister who promoted a
terrorist named Hitler.

The prime minister said if
these poeple had legitimate
criticisms against party
leaders and the government
machinery, they should
come out in the open.

The fact that they hide
behind unsigned letters
which are circulated among
members is proof that they
are cowards, the Umno pres-

ident said.
Poison-pen letters con-

tained “half truths,” Dr Ma-
hathir said, adding that the
contents were designed to
destroy the party. He reiter-
ated his earlier belief that
Umno could not be threat-
ened from outside, but could
be weakened from within.

The letters have nothing

positive to offer except cre-
ate suspicion, doubts and
mistrust between the lead-
ers and the people.

Dr Mahathir, whose wind-
ing-up speech was televised
live, said Umno members
were guided by the tradition
that they were free to criti-
cise  the leadership as long
as it was based on the truth.

poison-pen ietters are
He said the Umno leader-

ship would accept the criti-
cisms no matter how pain-
ful as long as it was
constructive and meant to
improve the party. The as-
sembly should be the forum
where members can air
their views on party leaders
and the machinery, and not
through poison-pen letters,
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he added.

He said he was disap-
pointed that some members
would accept the contents of
these letters as advice

However, he reminded
delegates that while they
were free to criticise,  they
must also remember that
the allegations would be ex-
ploited by enemies of the

party, more so if they were
baseless.

“Don’t give them the
weapon to threaten or at-
tack us,” he added

The prime minister also
warned members to be wary
of political corruption, a cul-
ture which he said could
also destroy the party and
country. He urged the party

to reject the culture at all
levels.

He remarked that politi-
cal corruption should not be
allowed in this country. He
cited instances when candi-
dates were known to have
offered foreign holidays to
win support, adding that
this had adverse implica-
tions on the country.
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