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BY MANATWIR ,..
Q

KUALA  LANGAT,  Nov 12,Oernama) --‘Recycling o,f waste paper 3n a
commercial basis should be stepped up in line with Malaysia’s’ commitment
towards preservation of -the environment, Prime Minister Dstuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad said today.

Resides reduclnF  the need for more rubbish dumps, recycling would save
waste disposal cost, estimated at MR6 million annually, he added.

Speaking when he officially opened the first phase and simultaneously
launched the second phase of Genting Sanyen (Malaysia! Sdn.Bhd.,  a
mu1  tigrade paper mil I’ complex he’re, he  sa id  local  indust r ia l i s t s  iri the
sector should consol’idate  efforts to increase efficiency in waste paper ,’
co l lec t ion . “f:

+It will be a great loss if something. valuable l.ike paper is just
thrown away, +, he added, expre’ssing  the hope th;it  ‘they would integrate
efforts with ,the setting up .of the paper mill’ project .’

The complex, cdmprising  six mi.lls,.  could meet the country*s  need of
industrial grade brown paper of 220,000 ‘tonnes annually based on its
production capacity of 250,000 tonnes a year. -- more
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_ .I t  would a lso  check,$he outf.low o f  f o r e ign  exchange  o f  MR165  mi l l i on  a
year and result in the recycling of more than 300,‘000  tonneis of various
types of waste paper. { / * ._i’ ‘I 1

”.’ I I The complex is the’biggest being developed in the region with
. ’ investment. in the first phase alone totalling RM400 million. The second

phase, a duplex board mill, was expected to,cost’  another !lR100.million. ,.’
1 Dr Mahathir said Malaysia now.imported  all its paper requirements and

paper goods as it ‘did not.  have an integrated paperTbased  ird?lstry.
The country’s paper imports rose from MR516 million in 1983 to MR1,586’

mi l l i on  l a s t  yea r  -,a three-fold increase over a period of eight years, he.
, * added. .

The greater part of the imports last year were printing and writing *
paper valued _at MR371 million and .newsprint WOWI MR316  million while ’
inputs for corrugating medium, linear board and kraft linear totalled,  MR2$7
mill ion.

‘diversifica.tion  from resort and hotel: ,.
country to paper .milling  was timely.’ --

, ‘%%

‘Dr Mahathir said Genting Group’s
development within’ &nd  outside the
more
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+Its involvement in the manufacture’of paper reflects’its  sensitivity
towards the country’s long term need for .various  types of paper .and tie
vast opportunities available in the sector, especia l ly  in  ,recycling,+  he , .

_ added. ‘.I

He said the country’s per capita use of paper was estimated at 28 1

kilograms cqmpared with’the  world average of, 38 kilograms.
In countries like the United States and Japan, the\figure WX’ be;tween .

100 and 150 kilograms. s
Dased on this, it was evident, the industry

for expansion ‘in the country, he added.
Dr Mahathir said; however, the shortage of

next five years might affect‘-the progress of
dependence on imported waste paper.

h a d  a.,yery bright .potential
.

&&tie  paper suppl’y  in the
the paper industry and lead to

‘3;

+As such, I  call  on local industrialists to venture into the paper
industry to upgrade efficiency in waste paper ,colJ.ection  .arid  recycling,‘+ he
added.

Dr Mahathir later toured the factory to s,ee its operations. -- Bernama
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