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KUALA LANGAT,  Thurs.
- The operations of a mam-
moth waste paper recycling
complex here are set to save
the country $165 million in

try’s need for industrial

!?_
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said today.
The Prime Minister said

the nation would also save
$6 million annually in waste
disposal costs as 300,000
tonnes of waste paper would
be recycled by the plant.

Launching the first and
second phase of Genting
Sanyen (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd,
a multigrade paper mill
complex here, he said Ma-
la ma’s import of paper and
re ated products rose three-Y
fold from $516 million in
1963 to $1,566 million last
year.

He said Malaysia now im-
ported all its paper require-
ments and paper goods  as it
did not have an integrated
paper-based industry.

The imports included
printing and writing paper
valued at $371 million,
newsprint worth $316 mil-
lion while in uts for corru-
Eating me&urn,  linear

oard and kl*aft linear
amounted to $247 million.

Dr Maha%ir  urged the
private sector to increase
the recycling of waste paper
on a commercial basis in
line with Mala sia’s

B
com-

mitment towar s preserva-
tion of the environment.

He said this would also
reduce the need for more
rubbish dumps.

creasing use of paper in the
country - urbanisation, in-
crease in the rate of reader-
ship, increase in household
income and population in-
crease,

He said the i&crease  in
paper use resulted in more
paper wastage and this in
turn provided opportunities
for economic activities re-
lated to recycling.

Dr Mahathir called for
consolidated’ efforts to in-
crease efficiency in waste
paper collection in view of
the operations of the recy-
cling lant and added that it
woulc!be a loss if paper was
merely thrown away.

The first phase of Genting
Sanyen, comprising six pa-
per mills, costs $400 million
while the whole complex
when completed is expected
to be valued at $1 billion.

Dr Mahathir praised the
Genting Group’s diversifica-
tion from resort and hotel
development to paper mill-
ing and added that this re-
flected the corn any’s sensi-

e tivity towards tRe country’s
long-term need for various
types of paper and the vast
opportunities available in
the sector, especially in re-
cycling.

He said the countrv’s ner
capita use of paper was esti-
mated at 28k compared
with the world average of
36kg while in countries like
the United States and Ja-
pan, the figure was between
1OOkg  and 150kg.

He said it was evident the
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e cited four factors
which influenced the in-
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industry had a bright poten-
tial for expansion in the

1 ?%%hathir said, howev-
er, the shortage of waste
paper sup ly in the next five
years mi

SR
t affect the pro-

gress of ocal waste paper
recycling and lead to depen-
dence on imported waste pa-
per.

aware. emnhasis had been

“As such, I call for up-

placed on-the design and
structure of the corn
ensure minimum 8.

;exu~,

bance  to the environment. _
He said 70 per cent of Ma-

laysia’s pa
!e

r requirement
were met y imports and
Genting Sanyen’s entry into
the local paper manufactur-
ing industry would help
make Malaysia less depen-
dent on imports.

When com@eted the co@-
kept  $1 rovide  employ-

&people and give
ris@to support industries.
1 h@s speechxead bt;C;$n-

and hoped  the smaller firms
ting Sanyen director atuk
Lim Kok Thay, he said the

would combine to form larg- use of recycled raw materi-
als highlighted the Genting
Group’s commitment to-

q wards preservation of the
environment and the con-

said since society was be- servatien -of-natural re-
coming more ecologically sources.
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