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By K.P. Waran

KUALA LANGAT, Thurs.
-— The operations of a mam-
moth waste paper recycling
complex here are set to save
the country $165 million in
foreign exchange yearly as
the plant will meet the coun-
try’s need for industrial

ade brown paper, Datuk

eri Dr Mahathir Mbhanrad
sad today. . )

The Prime Minister said
the nation would also save
$6 million annualy in waste
disposal costs as 300,000
tonnes of waste paper would
be recycled by th& plant.

Launching the first and
second phase of Genti né;
Sanyen (Mdaysia) Sdn Bh
a multigrade paper mill
complex_here, he said Ma-

sia’s import of paper and
related products rose three-
fold from $516 million in
1963 to $1,566 million last

edr.

y He said Malaysia now im-
ported all its paper require-
ments and paper %oods asit
did not have an integrated
paper-based industry.

_Trt1_e im%orts_t_included
rinting and writin er
P/alueag_at $371 r%iﬁ?gn,
newsprint worth $316 mil-
lion while wpdes“nr corru-
Eating medium, linear

oard” and kraft linear
amounted to $247 million.

Dr Mahathir urged the
rivate sector to increase
he recycling of waste paper
on a commercia basis in
line with Malaysia's com-
mitment towards preserva-
tion of the environment.

He said this would aso
reduce the need for more
rubbish dumps.

- tivity towardst

le cited four factors

which influenced the in-
creasing use of paper in the
country — urbanisation, in-
crease’in the rate of reader-
ship, increase in household
income and population in-
crease, | Iy .

He said the increase in
paper use resulted in more
Paper wastage and this in
urn provided opportunities
for economic_activities re-
lated to recycling.

Dr Mahathir "caled for
consolidated’ efforts to in-
crease efficiency in waste
Paper collection’in view of
he operations of the recy-
chng?‘(flant and added that’it
would be aloss if paper was
merely thrown away.

The first phase of Genting
Sanyen, corgprlsm SIX par
per mills, costs $400 million
while the whole complex
when completed is expected
to be valued at $1 hillion.

Dr. Mahathir praised the
Genting Group's diversifica:
tion from resort and hotel
development toR er mill-
ing and added that this re-
flected the corn%any’ S sensi-

the ‘country’s

long-term need for various

pes of paper and the vast

opportunities available in

the sector, especialy in re-
cycling..

He Said the countrv’s per
capita use of paper was esti-
mated at 28kg compared
with the world average of
38kg while in countrieslike
the United States and Ja-
pan, the figure was between
100kg and I50kg. .

He said it was evident the
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Bnght potential. .

for expansion

O FROM PAGE ONE

industry had a bright poten-
tia for expansion in the

countﬁ'. .
Dr Mahathir said, howev-
er, the shortage of waste
paper supzﬁ%/ in the next five
years might affect the pro-
gress of ocal waste paper
recycling and lead to depen-
derice on imported waste pa-
€.
PLas such, 1 call for up-
gradjng the - efficiency of
waste ‘paper¢oliection and
recgcling,” he added, ;
e gaid there wére now
250 companies j{volved in
collection of waste paper
and hoped the smaller firms
would combine to form Iar%-
er companies to increase €
ficiency and groductivity.
Gentin
man Tan Sri Lim Goh Tong
said since society was be-

anyen chair- ¢

aware, emnhasis had been
placed on-the design and
structure of the cornplex to
ensure minimum distur-
bance to the environment.

He said 70 per cent of Ma
laysia's paper . requirement
were met by imports and
Genting Saryen's entry into
the local paper manufactur-
mg( industry . would help
make Maaysia less depen-
dent on imports.

. .When _completed the com-
plex will rovide® employ-
ment to & people and give
risdto support industries.

+ Inhis speech.zead by Gen-
ting Sanyen directorDatuk
Lim KoK Thay, he said the
use of recycled raw materi-
als highlighted the Genting
Group’s commitment to-
wards preservation of the
environment and the con-
servation -of-natural re-

coming more ecologically sources.
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