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SUBANG, Fri. — Maaysia
will study ways to establish

some form of joint venture
with Chile to assemble Pro-
ton cars in the South Ameri-

can countﬂr..namk_Sen_Dr_
dM@ha[hrr ohamad said to-
Ay .

He said there was a need
to look into the feasibility of
using materials and “re-
sources in Chile for the mar-
keting of Proton carsin that
continent.

The Prime Minister said
adjustments would also
have to be made since cars
in Chile were mostly left-
band drive.

“We must understand the
tax system in Chile in order
to ensure that our car will
be competitive,” he told re-
porters after bidding fare-
well to Chilean President
Patricio Aviwin Azocar and
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Proton may set up car
assembly plant in Chile

his wife Leonor Oyarzun at
the Kuala Lumpur Interna-
tiona Airport at the end of
th(gJ r four-day state visit to

Mdaysa. =~ .
Dr"Mahathir said Malay
sia_could consider making
Chile an entry point for the
Maaysian-made car into

the Lalin American market,

adding that Chile had a
numbgr of tax avoidance
agreements with other
South American nations.
He was commenting on
President Aylwin's Sate-
ment that Méelaysiamust se-
rioudy considér the possi-
bility "of exporting Proton
cars’to South Amefica
In a Press conference at
the Carcosa Seri Negara
%esterday, Aylwin said
hile was ready to import
the Proton SageS. .
Besides being a big
porter of automobiles, he
said Chile had the necessar
network and arrangements
with other Latin American

im-

countries to ensure that
Proton cars have a ?ood
market in the continent.

Chilean Transport and
Telecommunications Minis-
ter German Molina had also
said that demand for carsin
Chile would increase over
the next five years, addi ngl|
that, Perusahaan Otomobi
Nasiona (Proton), the na-
tional car manufacturer,
should capitalise-on the ex-
pertise and sales experience
it had acquired.

Asked to comment on the
outcome of Aylwin’strip, Dr
Mahathir said the visit was
useful and effective. ]

“By coming here, Presi-
dent Aylwin can see for him-
sdf our Stuation and the
opportunities available in
this country, .

“The Chilean business
and trade delegation has
made contacts with our en-
trepreneurs,, and they can
see the facilities we” have
here, including research,

/

I(_grommodities like) palm ail,
oton cars and other busi-
ness opportunities which
they have never thought are
avdlablehere” .
Dr Mahathir said with
Aylwin’s visit, diplomatic
and trade ties between the
two countries were bound to
be closer, adding that Chil-
ean businessmen and entre-
reneurs bound for Hong
ong and Taiwan would be
stopping over&Maaysia to
explorethe available oppor-
tunities. i
He added that Maaysia
and Chile could now “ex-
change vital information on
trade and investment as the
South. American country
has joined the Kuala Lum-
pur-based South_Invest-
ment, Trade and Technol-
ogy Data Exchange. . . .
he organisation, initiat-
ed b%/ Malaysia and an agen-
cy of the Group of 15, was set
uTR to improve trade among
ird World countries.
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