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By WONG CHUN WAI

DAKAR (Senegal): Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad has urged the Group
of 15 member countries to
think South and be proud
of its traditions and insti-
tutions.

He said the South must
progress together. “We
must have confidence in
ourselves. As a group, we
can contribute towards
our national resilience
through collective ef-
fort.”

Speaking a a meeting
of G15 heads of state and

overnment on Saturday,
the Prime Minister said
such an effort would con-
tribute towards the
group’s own credibility.

The projects undertak-
en by the G15 would help
build the fundamenta in-
frastructure towards

South-South co- operatlon

“In this regard, | am en-
couraged that more of us
are coming out With ideas
and initiatives,” he said.

Dr Mahathir was donfi-
dent these initiatives
would strengthen the
links that existed among
the G15 members.

The South must start
talking to each other to
better understand and ap-
preciate each other’'s
needs and requirements.

“We must relate and in-
teract with each other
without intermediaries,”
he said.

Dr Mahathir recalled
his first meeting with for-
mer Tanzanian President
Julius Nyrere when he
was chairman of the
South Commission.

Nyrere, he said, had
told him that the basic
problem with the South

was that it was always
looking up to the North.

“His message was that
we must start looking
within and among them-
sel\ées.” Dr Mahathir add-
e .

The Prime Minister
said the South was rich
not merely in population,
culture, natural resources
but aso in other fields.

“There are numerous
indigenous technology be-
ing developed in the
South which we can usein
our countries at a much
cheaper price and more
relevant to our own devel-
opment needs,” he said.

He urged member
countries to establish and
enhance air and sea links
and telecommunication
facilities.

“Apart from trade
links, there should also be
extensive persona rela-

ilonship among our own
business communities,”
he said.

In this context, the
Businessmen and Invest-
ment Forum held during
summits deserved the
G15’s support, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the fo-
rum was designed to pro-
mote interactions among
the private sectors.

Zimbabwe, he said,
would co-ordinate the
businessmen forum pro-
ject and that it should also
be extended to other de-
veloping countries.

Dr Mahathir also said
the Kuala Lumpur sum-
mit in 1990 had agreed to
trandate its group’s col-
lective commitment into a
number of projects.

“Some of these pro-
jects, which are crucia to
the foundation of our
South-South efforts, have
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already begun t bear
fruit,” he sad, citi g the
South  Investment,4 Trade
and Technology Data Ex-
change Centre (Sittdec).

He said the bilateral
payments arrangements
had proved its worth in
facilitating and promot-
ing trade.

As an example, Mday-
sia's volume of trade had
increased bv, 1.50 per cent
over the past three years,
adding that 15 countries
had signed such agree-
ments with Malaysia

A stronger South-South
co-operation would re-
duce trade denendencv on
the North, he-said.

The Prime Minister
also urged members to
speak with one voice at
multilateral fora, such as
the United Nations and
Bretton Wood organisa-
tions.
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