G-15 leaders urge developing nations to link up
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DAKAR fSenegal), Mon, —
The G-15 leader’s ended their
third annual summit tod
calling on the South to oo
to itsalf, not the recession-
hit North, to accelerate de-
velopment and %-ovvth.

This should be done by
recognising the need for
Sout -iSou_%h strategies and
by remaining committed to
every economic 5prOJect
launched by the G-15. |

In a joint communique,
the leaders said the need for
developing countries to 00|
within — or_“think Sout
as put_by Prime Minister
Datuk Sefi Dr Mahathir Mo-

d — 15 obvious in the
ﬁ%?nr the prolonged reces-
sion in the North.

Underlining the need for
the South t0 consolidate
their views, the leaders
agreed that the South
should speak in_one voice a
dl United Nations forums
as well as at other interna-
tional forums such as the
World Conference on Hu-
man Rights in Vienna in
May and_the Global Envi-
ronment Facility meeting at
Abidjan, Ivory Coast, next
month. .

This is because despite
the end of the Cold War, the
concerns and priarities of
developing countries con-
tinue to be denjed adequate
considerationin global ne-
gotiations and ‘decision-
making.

“International  dialogues
and co-operation tends to be
fashioned on North-North
and East-West lines and ac-
cording to an agenda that
reflects military  impera-
tives and security con-
ce_rdns, the communique

sad.
The 14-page communigue
was |ssue§ by the n?ne
heads of government/state
who attended the summit.
They are Dr Mahathir; Sena-
alese President_ Abdou
iof; Brazil acting President
Itamar Franco; Egyptian
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President Hosni Mubarak;
Indian Prime Minister Nara-
simha Rao; Jamaican Presi-
dent James Patterson; Nige-
rian President Gen ibrahim
Babaginda; and Zimbabwe's
Robert Mugabe, .

Having sad this, the |ead-
ers caled on the North to
hold dialogues. with the
South to eliminate the im-
balances and uncertainties
in the global economic sys-

tem.

Persistant debt cri vol-
aile interest rates, reduced
capital flow, deteriorating
terms of trade and mount-
ing protectionism have com-
bined to result in a nett
transfer of financial re-
sources from South to Narth
and a restriction of market
access in the North on ex-
go_rts from developing coun-
ries,

The G-15 aso urged indus-
trialised countrieS to fur-
ther liberalise trade in re-
sponse to the measures
taken by an increasing
number of developing corm-
tries to open their “econo-
mies and liberalise their
trade regimes.

They aso urged the Euro-
Bea_n Community and the

nited States to” overcome
their political difficulties
and settle their differences
in the coming weeks to en-
able the General Agreement
on Tariffs and’ Trade
(GATT) to resume in Gene-
v

a
It said the tariff and non-
tariff barriers have aso had
an adverse impact on trade
in developing countries,
particularly “In primary
commodities. ]

“In this connection, we
are deeply concerned over
the recent action of one de-
veloped country to intrg-
duce eco-labelling on tropi-
ca timber products.

“ Such action underscores
again the need to avert in-
troducing unjustified and
arbitrary” measures that ad-
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versely affect trade espe-
cialy when consultations at
the multi-lateral level are
being undertaken.”

.On South-South co-opera-
tion, the leaders reiterated
their commitment and sup-
port for the second round of
negotiations _of the Glabal
System of Trade Prefer-
ences (GSTP) among devel-
apin%\‘ countries launched
last November in Teheran
which has an important role
to play in the improvement
of trade and market access
among developing coun-
tries. )

They said they are aso
committed to having closer
@and more regular consulta-
tions among themselyes
+ with aview t0 harmonising
positions on internaticnal
questions and development.
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