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should identify new areas of
cooperation to take bilateral
relations to new level of
achievement.

Dr Mahathir said the two
countries are now better
placed to help each other in
economic endeavours to
bring about closer rapport
among developing coun-
tries.

Dr Mahathir said this at a
dinner hosted by Tunisian
Prime Minister Mr Hamed
Karoui tonight.

“Malaysia and Tunisia to-
day are in a position to sup-
ply each other with many of
their requirements for spe-
cific items of manufactured
goods and machinery pro-
duced bv their resnective
m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  -

“I see an enormous poten-
tial to boost our bilateral
trac;e. I am confident that
with the Bilateral Payment
Arrangement and the trade
agreement, our two coun-
tries’ bilateral trade will in-
crease in the years to come.”

The Prime Minister added
that the need to strengthen
economic relations between
developing countries . has
made South-South coopera-
tion even more necessary
and urgent.
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I 7XCZS~  particularly true
in the l ight  of  several
changes taking place re-
centlv.

Dr Mahathir said the at-
tention paid by the rich in-
dustrialised North to the
economic reconstruction of
eastern Europe a-e for-
mer Soviet -Union means
that less attention will be
paid to the developing coun-
tries of the South.

The deadlock in the Uru-
guayan round of multilater-
al trade negotiations under
the auspices of the General
Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT) and the emer-
gence of trade blocs with
protectionist tendencies,
such as the North American
F r e e  T r a d e  A g r e e m e n t
(Nafta) and the European
single market, would put de-
veloping countries which
depend exclusively on the
North for their market at a
great disadvantage.

He added that issues of
the environment, human
rights and intellectual prop-
erty become valid excuses
for the North to erect trade
$arriers against the South.

Against such a scenario,
South-South cooperation of-
fers an excellent avenue for
defending the economic in-
terest of developing coun-
tries.

Dr Mahathir said: “I have
just returned from the sum-
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mit meeting of the Group for
South-South Cooperation
and Consultation, in Sene-

f
al, where several issues af-
ecting South-South and

North-South relations have
been discussed.

“It was agreed that fur-
ther efforts should be made
to encourage and expand
South-South cooperation, It
is our hope that Tunisia
would consider joining the
South Investment, Trade
and Technology Data Ex-
than e Centre (SITTDEC)
and %enefit from its ser-
vices.

“Apart from enhancing
bilateral trade between us,
other areas of cooperation
should also be identified, for
Malaysia and Tunisia pos-
sess expertise in different
fields of science and tech-

Lumnur which offers
courses in various disci-
mines.”

The Prime Minister also
paid tribute to Tunisian ef-
forts in international diplo-
macy, in particular its ef-
forts to bring about peace,
stability and prosperity in
the region.

nology.
“We note the excellence of

the Tunisian institutions of
higher learning where Ma-
laysian students could pur-
sue their studies in Islam
and other professional
fields. _ _

“Tunisian students could
also enrol in our institu-
tions of higher learning,
such as the International Is-
lamic University in Kuala

Dr Mahathir said Tuni-
sia’s resolute stand in help
ing Islamic countries and its
readiness to work for peace
and stability between  na-
tions is indeed laudable.

“An example is your un-
qualified support for the
just struggle of the Palestin-
ian people .”

‘.


	Enhance bilateral tiles, Dr M tells Tunisia (NST 25/11/1992)

