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Mahathir -pr ivat isa t ion
TUNISIA KEEN TO LEARN MALAYSIA ’ S PRIVATISATION POLI CT ES
From Mahrus Ibrahim

b m ’ 9t
TUNIS,  Nov  2$- (BernamaJ -- Tunisia want:; to learn about

p.rivatisation,policies.
Malilysia  ’ s

This was conveyed by Tunisian Prime Minister Dr Hamed  Karoui to
Malaysian Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad at their unofficial
.talks  here soon after Dr Mahathir arrived yesterday for a tvro-day  visit.

Malaysian Foreign Mjnister .Datuk AhduJ.J.ah Ahmad Badawi told Malaysian
journalists last, night that. Tunisia planned to send its officers to Kuala
Lumpur to study Malaysia’s privatisation policies and prccedures.

He said Tunisia wanted to know  how Malaysia overcame workers’ protest
against privatisation, a problem it ,was now grappling wil_h.

Abdullah said Dr,Mahathir  explained to Dr Karoui that vrorkt?.rs in
MaJ.aysia also protested in the beginning but that now they wre asking for
privatisation to be speeded‘up. -- more
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Mahathir-privatisation  2 Tunis

Both Dr Xaroui and Dr Mahathir also discussed developments in
South-South cooperation, particularly efforts to st.ep up e c o n o m i c
relations ..’

Abdullah said Dr Mahathir pointed out that the J.ack of information on
potential markets in devel.oping  countries posed a major o&tacle to
st.epping  up trade among ‘them.

He said major companie s in developed countries, on the .:)the;- hand, had 1
deta i led  informat,ion  of the country they want,ed  to invest or, had inves ted

. in.
To overcome this problem, the Group of 15 (G-15) developi:lg  countries

has established the South Investment, Trade and Technology Xta Exchange
Centre ‘(SITTDECJ  which provides information on .trade and inves tment
opportunities in developing countries.

Abdullah said Tunisia had shown interest in SITTDEC  ani,  ,thai;  the
centre’s  d i rector-general , Haji Salleh Marzuki,  of Mal,aysia,  would come here
to  give a  br ief ing.  -- more . .
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Mahathir-privatisation 3 (last) Tunis

Also at the talks, Dr Mahathir informed Dr Karoui  of the importance of ..
the  Bi la tera l  Paym6nt.s Arrangement (@PA) towards stepping up,. international
t rade. ,. . .

The BPA would be ab’le ‘to convince investors of thei.rr payment because it
was guaranteed by the central banks of the participating countries.

Mal,aysia and Tunisia will sign a BPA here today. :.
Abdullah  said Dr Mahathir cited  the example of ‘trade between Malaysia

and Venezuela having shot up by 400 per cent after hot-h  countr:.es  had
signed the BPA.

.t4

Today, Dr Mahathir is scheduled to head a Malaysian delegation  in talks
with a Tunisian side led by Dr Karoui.

‘He is also schedule&  -to have lunch with Palestine Liberatlx
OrganisatCon  (PLO) leader Yasser Arafat who is based here. -.- Bernaina
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