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Mahathir-MIC
YALAYSIA  GIVES DI;JE CONSIDfiRATION  TO SOCIAL JtKT:i’C~.
bm ‘G-
KIIALA  LTIMPIJR,  Dee  > IBcrnama) - -  Prime’Hjni:;tc?!:  Batuk &er.i I)r- M_&.&bi  r0

Mohamad today said Malaysia i s one of the world ’ h democr’a I:5 (I u~untry  which
cJlves7TGe consider;ltion  to soc ia l  just i ce  for  it:; peopl.(:!  of fdi.iixls rtiCeS.

H e  said through the practice of fairness to its vario1.s  ra :es, Halaysia
had succeeded not only in ,uniting  ,the people but had d:,O bC?ltJl ClblC! t0

achieve political stability which was needed to secure robus L economic
growth.

. ’

+Dy safeguarding social justice, no Tact’ ww.lId r:ecA ill~.en;:Lorl  or
obstructed f rom at ta ining success . .  .all races  were  free tc sei.Ze  ,,the
business opportunitic s and acquire wea1t.h  through proper IWIW; ,+ he said
when opening the MIC general assembly here.

Dr Mahathir’ said Malaysian s were fortunate because the country’s
a., ‘e-conomic  growth rate had been encouraging over ‘the past; years though the

world economy had, been sluggish., .’
+Today  , Malaysia ’ s economic gro.wth was the most, rapid i.n t-his

region. .  s t-his is the reason why the recent budgc:C  presented generally
b e n e f i t e d  t h e  pey~le,+  he said .  - -  more t 1
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The Prime Minister said Malaysia’s successful management of the economy
,which  had impressed many world economic experts and many. countries,
especial ly .the developing ones, was a major accolriali:jlrmen~  of tile Barisan
Nasional (BN) government.

The main factors that would ensure steady economic growth for the
country were peace and political stability and these val.ues should be
preserved, he said.

He said. the government. iickno.wledged  that povert.y  still exis, .e(: in
Malaysia but this was odd as there were many job opening:, and the country
was forced .t.o engage foreign workers ‘to s u s t a i n  .tlre econ(  mic growth.

+Pol.itical  parties should play their rcJle in pe r suad ing  Ma lays i ans  t o
take up the jobs and work hard. In this way, the aim of th.1 BN government
to eradicate poverty would  be realised,+ he said.

Dr Mahathir  sa id  t.he goverr1men.t  would  ,tak.e  st,cp:; to det_e,rml.hc  that no
community would be left behind economical.ly in it.:; efforts to mtke Malaysia
a developed nation. -- more

?05/12/16-10MST



CNS55W
U PE’ik-12  00181 Eh733
,aae tbe

Mahathir-MIC 3 Xuala Lumpur

+1iowever, this did not mean that every citizen’ would ‘earn an cyual
income. This sitnation  was impossible to reach .becayse,,t.he  cap~~hility  and
abi l i ty  of  each one of  us’ was di f ferent ,+ he said,::”

The equality in income among individuals as ,e;;.poused  by .t_he  sc!c.i.alist
and communist systems was impossible .to achieve, making all parties poor.

+The government is confident that by provid.in.g  more social. services,
such as health care and education, and builditig  ijlfrastructure,  like roads,

electricity and water supply, t.he effort in narrowing the income gap among
the ethnic grOUyS  can be fulfilled,+ he said.

The government, he said, would continue to provide more jobs and
business opportunities ‘to enhance the people’s st_andard 0:: living  and was
confident that this w&uld  reduce the poverLy  level and n;!rrow the income
gap among the ethnic races because the economy was”able  1~ gr w.

+This would make t,he  economic pie bigger and it could, lz fa!.rly
distributed among the various,, races,+ he said. -- more
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Dr Mahathir  hoped that no race in ,the country would ado$t the dependent
syndrome though the government gave aid‘ as this would ~we;llten  .tilin  race and
Malaysians in general. .

+Thc!  government ‘s policy and approach proved t.!iiit  it is able (:o develop
the country but by itself,  i t  will  not bring success. No less i.rsportant’ is
the people’s support and will to succeed. . .hcrein  i s  t h e  role  o f  t h e
parties, like the MIC, which represents the Jndi.an  cqmmunity  , f !~e sa id .

The, Prime Minister  said the future of the Indian community in !;hi.s
country would be secure under the BN b’ecause  only it would .erlsurc  that
their interests were not neglected.

The people should steer clear of political extremism because the BN’s
sue c es 6 in ensuring that all  the various races li ved in harmony and unity
was d,ne to moderate attitude, ,of its leaders and party’members.

+We must reject and oppose, any form of political extremism:. .,:ny form.
of extremism would hamper national. stability and prosperity,+ he added. --
more ‘i i
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He said that Malaysian Indians should  .continile  1.0 be united wder the
BN administration, otherwise, their would stand to lose.

+Today , though ‘t!ke Indian population is s m a l l  COlllpi~~.‘Cd  with t11c
bumiputcras, they are heard loud and clear and .the  party is coo:;idered an

equal. partner in the BN,+  he said.
Dr Mahathi’r said the MIC had played a vital role in ‘safeguarding Indian

rights and hoped that ihe community would continue! to support the party.
‘The Prime Minist.er  said he was happy to note the calm mood in the .par.t.y-

and said that this was a good development for the XC and the Indiati \
community.

+I am glad ‘to see the MIC is now stronger: and stable. The race for -the
party president’s post does not. affect, party unity but has made the members
more united,+ he sa!d.

Hare than 1,800 MIC delega’tes  attended the two-day assembly. -- Bernama
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