
CNS7407
- -

U GE 08-12 00174 ED161’
aae
Mahathir  - Laos

CONSIDERABLE SCOPE FOR ENHANCEMENT OF LAOS-MALAYSIA RELATIONS, SAYS PM
bm )) ,.

\ II \ ‘i
KUALA LUMPUR,  Dee &tBernama)  - -  PQ ”e M.lnist.er ‘Da.I& Seri Dr Mahathir

f&ham& said tonight there is considerable scope for the cnli;ncement of
relat.ions  in various fields bet,ween  Malaysia and Laos.

The Prime Minister said efforts towards this, end shoul~1  begin now so as
to strengthe:n  bilateral co-operation in areas such as trade, inves-tment and
culture ,

+I sincerely believe that there exists considerable scope I’or the
enhancement of our bilateral relations,+ he said at a dinner  hold in hour
of visit,ing Laostian Prime Mini.s,ter Xhamtay Siphandone at S’:i Perdana here.

He said the move’by  both. countries to upgrade their diplomatic
representation to’ the, level of ambassadors resident in their respective
capitals reflected their joint commitment towards fostering closer
relations ,. I I

Following this ,’ there, had been an increasing number ‘of Malaysi.ans
visiting Laos and some had been actively exploring the b,usiness  and
investmerrt,  opportqni  ties ,there , Ur Maha th i r  sa id .  -- mox’b
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Dr Mahathir hoped that, LaotiancJ would likewise visit Malaysia to look
at the various opportunities available in this country and strengthen
people to people relations. i \,

+We had a very useful exchange of views on the whoXe”kyectrlm  of our
bilateral relations as well  as on regional and international issues earliei-
today ,+ he added,

The three agreements, which Malaysia and Loas had s.i.yne;i,  woilld  form a
good basis for future co-operation in various fields, Dr !‘ahirt!lir said.
They were the Air Services Agreement, the Investment Gu,rrant  ?c

‘Agreement. and the Economic, ‘Scientific and Technical Co-optrdtion
Agreement.. ,

The Prime Minister hoped that the agreements would provide,.  the impetus
for good and mutally  beneficial economic co-operi&on  betwetn  Malaysia and
Laos, -- more
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Ho assured his
neighbour  was

L;lOStiaIl.  C!OUll’tC!rpal*t  t h a t  Mdaysi  il ilS il fr.i COd ill)d
ready to co-operate in areacJ where it had the experience,

expertise and means consistent. with its active support for and commitment
towards greater South-South  co-opera t ion .

+Wc have also fully supported the decision of Asean to accord observer
status to Laos and we look forward to t.he day, when Laos will become a
member of Asean,+ I>r Mahathir said.

+We firmly believe that Laos and other countries in Southeast Asia
should be given the 0pportunit.y  to make rapid progress from now on.+

+Thi’s will set the stage for this region to become and even more
dynamic growth area tnd significant player in. the wor1.d  economic and
,trading systems. + ,a

1.u the full spirit of good, neighbourl.iness  and iu the interest of
regional peace, s tabili. ty and cohesion, Malaysia had welcomed Laos ’
accession to the Treaty of .Amity  and Co-operation i-n S0ut.heas.L Asia, he
sa id . -- more
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Dr Mahathir noted that Laos and Malaysia had ,worked  clvsely  toge’ther
with the Cgmbodi  ans and other countries concerned towards the achievement
of the Paris Peace Agreement on Cambodia.

+Both  our countries made .some  useful contribution:; in. our role as
Co-Chairmen of the Second Committee of the Paris International Conference
on Cambodia, + : >’ .*

A comprehensivk  and durable settlement  in Cambohia  could  only  be
achieved ,if all the Cambodian part.ies  were to fully co-operate with the
Uni,ted Nations Transition Authority in Cambodia in the discharge of its
mandate and respect the deci.sions of the United  Nations1 Security Council,
he said. , ’

The Prime Yinister  said Siphandone’s visit to Malaysia w.as timely as
the countries in Southeast Asia were individually and coll&ively  in the
midst of responding to the rapid changes in the international political and
economic scene.

There was a need’ to promote greater nnderstandinq and goodwill and t o
sstrengthen freiridship and co-operation in the region i1r1.d  +we must b e
willing to resolve old or emerging issue s peacefu1.l.y and refrain from
actions that could be detrimental to our own Well-~J&j$g.+

+This is now the .t.ime  for the. ‘countries of Southeast Asia tc forge
ahead in their effort to develop and prosper in a climate of i.urable  peace
and stability,+ Dr Mahathir said. -- more
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Meanwhi le  Siph.andone  in. his speech said that 1;;s country highly value’d
the important and’constractive roJ.e played by Malaysia in the international
a r e n a .

He said such efforts were import.ant  in order to pran)&e  peace,
friendship and good cooperation among nations in Soul;heast. Asia as well as
in t-he  world based on the principles of equality and reciprocal interests.

Apart from that, he said that. his government was also impressed with
the rapid soc’io-economic  development of Malaysia..
,+These  great successes are evidence of the correct. policy and the
competence of the Malaysian .Government  and t.he’  hardwbrk of the Plalaysian
people.+

. .t .

On relations between the two countries SiphanJone said the .three
agreements signed today formed a ,soJid  basis fori future development. of the
relationship and +we will do our utmost to turn what we have agreed upon
into reality. + -- Bernama
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