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ISLAMIC CLERGY MUST FORM PROGRESSIVE MUSLIM COMMUNI'h, SAYS PIAiIATMIR
bJi1 ’ ?a- 0e
KIJALA-LUMPUR, Dee 10 (Bernama) -- Da tuk Seri Dr Mnhathi;  Mohamad  said

today the nation’s Mus/lim  clergy must strive to form an Is1 Aam: c community
that was progre ssive and able to develop, admi.ni.sl..cr  and dcfer.d  the
religion an.d country.

They should not limit their responsibi.lities to rcl i g ion:; i! II ti es only
but also mould  an attitude suited to assimilation of exyert,ise  and other
skills, he added.

In all fields of knowledge, there shoCild be a Muslim who was an expert,
he said when opening a national course for Muslim clergy at the National
Institute of Public Administration (‘INTAN) in Dnk:i t: Cara here.

He added: Go too, rilmong the Muslim nations there must be one that can
protect Muslims wherever they a’re. This is  al:;d”p;!rt  01 +fardu  k.ifayah+
(collective relig.ious  obligations).

+The time has come ‘to once again expand the scope of the clergy to suit
modern times and the problems faced by Muslims .+ -- more
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Dr Mahathir said scant attention was given to mouldinrr  the Muslim
individual
to command’

As such,
considered
duties , he

He said:

and their achi.evement  which could  enhance the image of Musli.ms
the respect of other communities,
the developmen~t  of Muslims and Islamic countries  a irro were no t
part of the expansion of I s l a m , that is, ‘psi% of a issionary
added.:: .*. ..
+Be that, as it may, clarificat.ion  of the -true s;.tuztion of

Muslims today is important .because the responsibii.i.ty  to for:n a Muslim
being as a whole cannot be divorced from Islam.ic  evangelismi+

As example, he said. Islamic evangelism in its present fcrm ‘Le3.d  no
meaning for t-he  Muslims in Somalia and Bosnia bec’k;e  in tiieir  grescnt
situation there was no religious obligation they could per-f  or,m if defending
themselves was not considered such a.n obligation.

They needed to be physically rehabilitated befo1.e .they  could practice
their religious duties,  he added.

Dr Mahathir said: +The  fact is,, because Muslims throughout the world
are so weak, they are  incapable  of  rehabi l i ta t ing Lheir  fellow M[1:slims.  --
more

?10/12/12-53MS’I’



U .GE 10-12 00212 EA964
aae

Mahathi.r-Islam 3 Kuala Lurnpur

+-And,  this- is because formation of a Muslim beir!y entrusted ‘to the
clergy is restricted to .things  that do not‘ give priori fy ,I;0 ~c:nt,al  and
physical development, worldly knowledge and their r:fficiency.

Thi.s  came about because clergy in centuries past ‘fa.i.1~6 .to give
attention to a wider scope as was the case by those who came before them
who encouraged knowledge to expand the Islamic realm and to &minister  it
with efficiency.

+Their  abilities also brought respect for Islam’, Muslim:;  aiud M u s l i m
count?ies. IJut clergy like ‘these are difficult to fin&,-l-.o~.~~y  I That is why
we must. recreate clergy like these,+ he added.

lie said, however, that efforts to revive such evangelists must be
adapted to the, times and they should not pose problems Lo the Muslim  ’
community by bking extreme and divisive and deceiving the ixo;)le  through

- -1 teachings that coud  further weaken .already  weali’  Mirsl  im nations:;  .
+It. is ‘not the duty of the-  iclergy to assess tile piety of certain people

with the intention to attack them or cause their dowrifal?,+  hc added.
Their true work is to correct the religious practices with y/i sdom  so as

t.o prevent &is,trni,ty , he said. -- more ii
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Dr Mnhathir  said the government placed high hope on evangelism because

Malaysia wanted to become an Islamic country,
and Muslim countries. .

capable of defending Muslims
”

To achieve .that objective, much depended on the understanding and
practice towards teachings of the clergy.

+Not  only the piety of a Muslim but also their success and failure are
among the responsibilities of the national clergy,+ he added.
clergy must, consider their work as a noble

A s  such, the
rel..i.gio-u s

cannot be founded cm self-interest.
obli  gatioa which

He said the glaring d.isrespec.t of non-Musl.ims towa.sd!:;  Nixi!. iris  t;oday w a s
not the result Of the rel.igion  itself but the attitude an+i  achievement  of
‘Muslims  which did .not  follow the teachings.’

This should not be taken lightly by Muslims, especial1.y the clergy .
because the att.itude  of ignoring the belittlement shows that Kuslims’were
not  practising the teachin.gs as part of their respOnsi.bili+,y  was  to  develop
t.he  religion. -- more 4 _.
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Dr Mahathir regretted that Muslims were not --rxa3.y unfriendly towards
each other but were willing to block efforts to sliV(:  their brethren from
Starvation.  caused by non-Muslims because they were more interested in
grabbing power for their own factions.

He said Muslims whc) were successful in worldly pu?.suits, like inven~ting
sophisticated good?, should not stay aloof of evan!Jclical ac t iv i t ies
because they were, more able to perform religious Obligations  like paying
tithes and performing t.he  Ha j .

Dr Mahathir also touched on the emergence Of ext.rcmist  groups which set
their own criteria about Islam and indirectly became the tools of the
religion’s’ enemies.

Thei r  att.empt.s to topple the governments of 1slamj.c cou;l-tri.c!s  thro-ugh
aggression merely succeeded in, weakening the victim nation ant!  obstructing
its progress, thus disabling it from competing with non-Mi!sli:n developed
countries. -- more .-

tl0/12/13-37MST
. 0

CNS8280
II GE 10-12 00120 EA967
aae

1.
.

Mahathir-Islam 6 (last) Xaala Lumpur

' .,

De said: +These  Muslim nations become more backt:a!.d,  ,,t h e i r  ,rev!:nue is
dependent, on non-Muslim countri.es and they lose tke.i r fret:ilom.+ That was
why Ijhen  Muslims were attacked by the enemies of I .,r- i am, not one Masl j m
corrn.try was able .t.o help.

He added:  +The  combined group of all Muslim court.~~ies  also i:; incapable
of,  doing anything. All. of t;hem.are so weak and so d!:pentlcnt  or tied to
other countries that they are. paralysed.

._'I

+We are saddexled, we complain and we blame the f:n(:mies  of Islam.  IYut .

Muslims cannot.  consider ,themselves free from b.lamr’. In fact, they dre more
to blame than otheYs.+  -- Hernama
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