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KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs, —
The Government has high
hopes in Muslim preacheérs
and mlssionaries.__l)_amﬁ,
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
said, adding that they
should equip themselves
with awide array of skillsto
?erve the present genera-
ion.

The Prime Minister said
such preachers were diffi-
cult to get and urged the
relevant ~authorities to de-
velop a core of them for the
future. L .

The Prime Minister said
this when launching the na-
tional-level course for Is-
lamic preachers at the Na-
tional " Institute of Public
Administration (Intan) in
Bukit Kiara today.

Also present were Deputy
Minister in the Prime Minis-
ter's Department Datuk Dr
Abdul Hmid Othman _and
Chief Secretary to the Gov-
ernment Tan Sri Ahmad
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Sagi Abdul Hamid. )
r Mahathir said:
“Preachers today need to re-

vive their activities to suit
the gresent era. They
shouldn't create problems
for sociaty by adopting an
extremist stance, confusing
the people and causing gen-
era_disunity.

“They should, not spread
teachings which would
weaken Islamic countries,
which_ are aready weak
now. They should hot pass
Judgment” on how Islamic
cerfain people are with the
objective of bringing them

down.

“Instead, they should cor-
rect the confusion and re-
store the faith of those who
have deviated so that the
disunity among Muslims
could be rectified. This is
their real work,” he said.

He said the government
placed high hopes_on the
preachers™in carrying out

their work as it wanted the
country to become an Idam-
ic nation which is capable of
defending its people and the
country. ,
Dr Maathir said Islamic
extremism would only
weaken Islamic nations and
obstruct development. Indi-
rectly, these groups were
the tools of the enemies of

Islam. |

He said attempts by these
groups to topple the govern-
ments of Idamic countries
through the use of force had
only succeeded in weaken-
ingthe countries and retard
the development in these
countries. .

Assuch, he said, the coun-
tries concerned were unable
to compete with developed
non-ldamic nations. )

“These Idamic countries
become more backward and
are eventualy forced to de-
pend on othér non-Islamic
nations and lose their free
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e

dom,” he said. .

He said even if these ex-
tremist %-roups, succeeded in
ousting tte existing govern-
ments and take over the
rule, the situation in the
countries would not turn for
the better.

‘Normally, he added, coun-
tries which were under the
rule of these ups were
more backward and could
not compete or effectively
t0r éose non-Islamic coun-

“They can also be used by
the enemies of Islam to fur.
ther weaken the Islamic
community as well as the
Islamic world,” he said.

That iswhy, Dr Mahathir
said, when an Islamic com-
munity was being attacked
by a non-Idamic enemy, not
even one |damic country
was capable of providing
the necessary asdistance to
the community concerned.
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