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where the rights of the-peo-
ple are guaranteed and pro-
tected,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said when
provisions were made in the
Constitution giving the im-
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munity, the lawmakers did
not anticipate that this priv-
ilege would be abused to
commit offences including
murder torture and assault.

our objective. We will try to
persuade them.”

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. -
Umno is prepared to face
any obstacles that may be
put up against its decision
to propose constitutional
amendments that will end
,the immunity enjoyed by
the Rulers.

Asked if action could be
taken against the Johor Rul-
er without the Constitution
being amended, Dr Ma-
hathir said it looked diffi-
cult because there are many
kn2ga;e3terpretations on the

The party decided at an
emergency meeting of its
supreme council here to-
night that the immunity
against prosecution enjoyed
by the Rulers under the
Constitution should be ter-
minated.

He said what the lawmak-
ers had in mind was to lend
respect to the Rulers by ‘v-
ingthem  a position hi.8er
than the common people.

But action could be taken
against other members of
the royalty, including’those
who abetted the alleged
crimes.

For instance, if there is a
case against Tunku Abdul
Majid Idris (son of the Sul-
tan of Johor who allegedly
assaulted a Perak hockey
team goalkeeper), the Gov-
ernment would nrosecute

Umno president
Seri Dr Mahathir M

He said the Umno deci-
sion would be tabled for
ado tion at Saturday’s Bari-
sanRasional supreme coun-
cil meeting before it is“mg to the Press aftf3’

“r$~ :k $$~~~~  FoTt: , brought to the Cabinet.
cil ‘was moved to take this “We realise that there

may be certain obstacles,
but we will make an effort toaction as the assault on

Douglas Gomez (by the Sul-
tan of Johor) was not an
isolated incident.

He said there had been
worst cases, including those
that led to deaths, in the
past.

Moreover, said the Prime
Minister, the eople of Jo-
hor had been rving in fearF
of the Johor royal house-
hold due to the many unre-
ported cases.

“This is an unhealthy Sit-
uation which should not

achieve the people’s wish so
that they be protected by
the law from any crimes per-
petrated against them,” he
added.

Asked whether the pro-
posed move required the ap-
proval of the Rulers’ Coun-
cil. Dr Mahathir said it
would.

On whether the move
would be opposed by the
Rulers, Dr Mahathir said

’ BN leaders may tou
portin
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the action,” he said.

Dr aahathir said since
constitutional crisis to ex-

the issue had been dis-
cussed openly in the Dewan

;t;in the matter to the peo-

Rakyat,  no MPs would be
dn the fate of Gomez Dr

spared, including Barisan
Mahathir said the Govern-

backbenchers, if there were
ment would continue ro-

to be official action against
tecting the hockey coatR as

them for speaking out
long as it felt that he was

against the Ruler.
still in danger.

He also said if necessary,
He reiterated his earlier

he and other Barisan lead-
pledge that other victims of
the Sultan of Johor who are

him.
Dr Mahathir said he be-

lieved there were Rulers
who would not condone
such crimes.

When asked if the Govern-
ment would act this time
around, he said this depend-
ed on the people.

“Sometimes when we
take action and there is no

support from the people,
then we become weak. But
this time we see that this is
the wish of the people and it
is the first instance that the
opposition parties are sup-
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.r country
encouraged to come forward
would be protected.

Asked whether an Umno
delegation would be sent to
meet the Rulers, Dr Ma-
hathir said there was no
need for it for the time being
but one would be sent when
g;grs no support from the

He &id he did not think
that this would lead to a
constituional crisis like in
1933.
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