Avoid extremism,
says Dr Mahathir

Bv ROHAIZAD A. RAHIM

KUALA LUMPUR: Ex
trrmism of all forms
should he avoided as it is
contrary to religious he-

liefs, said Datuk Seri Dr -

Mahathir Mohamad.

He said Malaysia was
lucky as the number of
extremists was relaivey
low and the Muslim pop
lation was made up of ra-
tional people.

The Prime Ministet
said it was also wrong to
categorise fundamental-
ists as extremists.

“Extremists arc those
who interpre® |dam their
way while fundamental-
ists follow the fundamen-
tas of Idam.

“l am a Mudim funda-
mentalist,” he told a news
Conference after opening
a nationa course for Is-
lamic preachers.

On the deployment of
US forces in Somalia, Dr
Mahathir said he was in
full support of the move.

“1 fully support the ac-
tion to eliminate these
gangsters (warlords in
Somalia) who are the
cause of sufferings of the
people.

“As far as | am con-
cerned, if they (the war-
lords) are shot dead, |
don't care....

“‘Their only purpose is
to torture their own peo-
ple just because they
want to rob and go for
power.

“It is better that they
leave (the world),”
added.

Dr Mahathir said the
Gevernment was pre-
pared to' despatch troops
to Somalia and Besnia-
Herzegovina if the United
Nations made the request.
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