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tonight praised local art ists for producing works of’ significance, saying
,t.hat the development of local arts has been generally commendable.

He said this was because their creat.ive works had incorporated local
cultures .

+They  represent one. dimension of our culture which we will. pass on from
one generatioh  to  another .

+They  are our tradit ional  heri tage, ref letting achievements ol
Malaysian soc5et.y  in time,+ he said when launching the Ibrahim Hussein
Museum and Cultural Foundation (IHMCF) here.

The IHMCF, involving some RM10  mi1’1ion, includes the setting up of a
‘museum on an 18-hectare sit,e in Langkawi..

As such, the Prime Minister said local culture should’ be shaped and
moulded to portray the country’s uniqueness. --more
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Pr Mahathir said it was vital for individua.ls  to ,be encouraged to
enhance local works of arts and cultures.

+Creative individuals among the artists should not. onf~:  he ,Jiven the
opportuni.ty to create but be given a place \where they tail ict,?rac-t  among
themselves and, wi,th their international counterparts, f he said.

The- Prime Minister ,said that wit.h the establishment of the museum,
local’ talented artists would have the opportunity to interact and obtain
ideas for their paintings a

Dr Maha-Whir said: +A gCJOd  example in paintings can be ,seen  from the
achievements of Ibrahim Husse+n himself. +

+If we are to ,take an appropridte  place in. t.he modern world, we must
encourage fresh and dynamic development of arts, + he added. :-more
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In this respect, he said Malaysia had talented artists and what was
needed was undivided support especially from the privat.e sector‘.

He alsd said the interaction between local artists and artistes and
their int.ernational  counterparts  was vital  in efforts  to enhance further
their creativity and image,

+I believe the country can take ad-vantage of Ibrahim Hussein’s
conuections to promot.e Malaysia in genera1 and Pulau  Lang!awi  III

p a r t i c u l a r , +
. 5 , .He  said the country’s development depended nd,t-.  only. on sosic-economic

development but that of culture as well.
As such, he said the setting of the IHMCF should receive,  th? support of,

all since it would be in line with the country’s aspiratioA:s  to become a
developed nation’, --Bernama, .-c__
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