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CONS?I'IIUTIONAL AMENDPlEEJTS TO i TAIlLEJI IN R MONTII, III: PlAt!li'.YllJ'K
b m ‘p

6XUALA LUMPI!R,  Dee .12,,(Bernama, -- A special s e s s i o n  .of: ParI..iitmenL  will
be held  in id month from, now ‘to debate a constitutional amer~dmel~t  to
withdraw the immunity from prosecution enjoyed by the ?Ial a.-~~ I’\rller:;  and
remove obstacles to t,he  amendment.

Prime Minister Datuh Seri Dr Mahathir  Mohamad  said I:odi!y t_hr:  Barisan
Nasional Supreme Council special meeting today Pul ly su~q~x%?d  the
institution of Constitut.iona1  Monarchy but did not agree \~Jtl:.  the
privileges given to tp Rulers who could not be prosecui.cd  ir: court for
whatever off ence . ,a

+The  BN Supreme Councii agreed to the con,veni,ng  of a spec::i.al  sess ion  of
the Dewan  Rakyat and Dewan  Negara- where amendments will be made to remove
t-he immunit.y  given to the Rulers and any obstacle to the amendments, + he
told reporters after chairing the hour-l.oug meeting at the Umno
headquarters berc. ’

The amendments would be made .first before being sulmi1:L~:il  to ~.fie
Conference of lliilers for their consent, he said, -- more
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Asked .what would happen if the Confe,rencc of Rulers refused to sign and
give .their  consent r. he sajd: +If they (Conference of  !$!t:rsj sign there is
nothing. If we have the amendments and they don’ t give their consent, the .
.situation  Is the same. +

Dr Mahat~hir.,  who is BK, chairman, said the BM Supreme CounciI  felt that
the R’ufers  would abide by the wishes of the entire Malaysian people.

.This was because .t.he peo~le’s. demands could be clearly. seen d u r i n g  t h e
debate on the swhstantive  motion on the Douglas Gomez  issue ir th.c  Dcwan
Rakya t on Thursday whore i-t was also supported by .the  oypc~sit~on,  he added.

He said the people’s wishes, were also evident from the ti.riti.ngs and
statements which clearly showed that. they wanted the amendments I

To  a DAR suggestion that an All Party Committee be set up t.o discuss
the amendments, he. said: -~-i’n  my opinion, the matter”i.s  simple ai.~d involves
only one matt:er and things t.hat will affect such remova!, to%  immuni ty ) .  As
such, there i.s no need for discussions.+ ’

The  opposition parties could stat-e their stand during the dcbl-tc  on the
amendments, he added. -- more
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Asked whether the government. had met the Rulers ou  ’ t.htt ml:  WI-, Ire r;;Gd:
+Officially , no. +

This was because at this point the proposed. amendments did no: involve
the Yang di-Pertuan Agong  and the Rulers,

Dr Mahathir said the amendme:nts  would not afleet  all the ~.rivi.leges  .
g iven to  the  Rulers .  .’

Fo r  i n s t ance ,  the.  pos.ition  of the Rulers as .hcad of Islam  in their
respective states would remain.

Dr Mahathir also said his long-planned visit; to Jobor  nt?xt week was to
attend the Johor  Malay Chamber of Commerce dinner and had nothing to do

‘. with .the current issue. . . _.

But, time permitting@ . .
he would meet the Jobor  Umno ~~IISII~JC~.'S,  he added.

As to plans by several State Umno Liaison Committees to Si:eli  xri

audience  with their Rulers, he said: +They  can do .t,hnt .+
Dr Maha thir said the constitutional amendment iKdd:-rl!Jt  aifect.

Federa l -s ta te  re la t ions  but  he  d id  not  disco;lnt  this possib.il.ity  i.n sta’tes
ruled by opyositiori  parties. -- more
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Dr Mahat4li.r , who was also asked about the position of the Joltor
Military Force, sa i.d the government war3 likely to disso.lve  it as th.ere w e r e ’
indications that it bad been misused to aid and abet wrong  doings.

It wa‘s formed only for ceremonial purposes but ‘the gave rnment  I’OWI~
that it  had strayed from the objective  of its formation, he ~~iiO:-‘d.

Meanwhile, Deputy’ Prime Minister  Ghafar Baba .sai d the government wou1.d
also C!CnlSjder the p0SSibil.i  ty of amending the provision empowering the
Rulers 'LO CjrZij"lt.  pi3rdOIiS at the Same time as ,the amendments to the Federal
Constitution were dealt with.

Asked by report?rs  why the issue of Rulers a s sau l t i ng  thei r :;ubjcct,s
was not raised in the past., Ghafar, who is BN Secretary-General, said: +In
the past people were afraid to lodge police reports.

+That was in the past. We tried to .rectify it through nagotintions but
there was no way,+ -- Dernama
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