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M_oderation.  cokxwromise the key, says Dr M
/ n

economist or a statistician,
Dr Mahathir said he based
his views on the “MaoDon-
ald’s-hamburger” premise

Also nresent were Chief

wanted td advise Malaysia
on the benefits of privatisa-
tion in a cure some
business

“But after ‘hearing my
views on the concept and
success of rivatisation the
expert said!‘We better l&n
from you’,” he said in his
off-the-cuff speech that last-
ed almost an hour.

Even Namibia and Tuni-
sia which he visited recent-
ly wanted to learn more of

Sian privatisation

tion and corn romise as the
vital reasonsLhind Malay:

litical stabilit

also key elements.
He also recognised  the

moderate stance of trade
unions as a vital factor to-
wards Malaysia’s economic
success.

“But when we talk about
our success, it does not
mean that Malaysia is show-
ing off as we have the right
to take pride in our achieve-
ments,” he added.

However, Dr Mahathir
warned that success could
turn to failure if politicians

must be tempered with com-
mon sense, understan

9the limits of democracy an
accepting that in a dispute
there must be winners and
losers,” he said.

Reminding trade unions
of the futility of industrial
action to demand higher
wages like some unions in
Britain and the United
States, he said the ains
were mevitably wiped out
by inflation.

Although he was not an

a burger would cost be-
tween $4  and $10 in the UK
but the same burger would
only cost between $1.50 and
$2 here.

“Workers in Europe may
be earning wages 10 times’
more than Malaysians but
their standard of living and
urchasing power are no

Ltter than ours,” he said.
In this res ect, Dr Ma-

hathir praiserp the patience
of Cuepacs for its 1985 mora-
torium on wage hikes at the
height of the recession,

system.
However, even the Gov-

ernment was dissatisfied
with some elements of the
NRS but agreed to compro-
mise because in a dispute it
was impossib?e  for everyone
to be satisfied.

“But we believe trade
unions have a place and
that was why the NJC was
formed to hear their views,”
he said to applause from
unionists.

Secretaljr  to the Govem-
ment. Tan Sri Ahmad  Sarji
Abdul Hamid, Human Re-
,sWrces  Minister Datuk him
Ah Lek, Minister in the
Prime Minister’s Depart-
ment Datuk  Abang  Abu Ba-
kar Mustapha, Public Ser-
vices Department director-
general Tan Sri Mahmud
Taib, Cuepacs president MO-
hamad Mat &ci,  senior de-
partment heads and public
sector trade unionists.

Dr Mahathir later pre-
sented letters of appoint-
ment to Mahmud and de-
partment heads as chair-
men of the respective NJCs.
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