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The success of alaysia’
srlvatlsatlon ramme is
ue to Its wide acceptance
ywor ers who overcame
nitial scepticism of the poli-
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Department as prlvatlaatlon .
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the company.
In fa it could afford to
improve on wages paid to
?loyees when they were
stﬂ inpublic service,
lighter vein, he
: “Even the Tele-
kom cgsia Bhd chief (ex
ecutive chairman Tan
Dr Rashdan Baba) is eam
ingmorethanme I think it

16 %u 'géa have the

responsi-
THePﬂmP Mlnlster said

this when launching the
new-look National Joint
Councils (NJC), the govern-
ment-worker cocasultation
body, at Hotel Istana.
ahathir said Malay-
sias privatisation success
had also attracted the atten.
tion of Wall Street-based in-
vestment banker Salomon

Brothers.
T*e se?1 a Saleren Breth
ers privatisafion expert %tad
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wanted tc; advise Malaysia
on the benefits of privatisa-
tion in a big{gieecure some
businesshere”, =

“But after ‘*hearing my
views on the concept and
success ot privatisation, the
expert said; ‘We better learn
from you',” he said in his
off-the-cuff speech that last-

almost an haur. .

~Even Namibia and Tuni-
siawhich he visited recent-
ly wanted to learn more of
the Malaysian privatisation
concept, he added.
~Underpinning modera-
tion and cornpromise as the
vital reasons behind Malay:

sia's streng economy and
poliiical _sizbility, Dr Ma-

thir said a combination of .

canstantly tussled for pow-
er or the people resorted to
violence to uphold their ide-

democracy- % admlmsqj&ogy or rg)qfom.b}qﬁeﬁ;.ﬂ
fration, id **FStability and growth

free market system were
aso key elements.

He also recognised the
moderate stance of trade
unions as a vita factor to-
wards Maaysa's economic

SUCCESS.
“But when we talk about
our success, It does not
mean that Malaysia is show-
ing off as we have the right
totake pride in our achieve-
ments,” he added. i
However, Dr Mahathir
warned that success could
turn to failure if politicians

must be tempered with com-
mon sense understandmﬁ
the limits of democracy an
accepting that in a dispute
there must be winners' and
losers,” he said.

Remlndm(t; trade unions
of the futility of industrial
action to demand higher
wages like some unions in
Britain and the United
States, he said the e(fams
were inevitably wiped out
by inflation.

Although he was not an

ise the key, says Dr M

economist or a statistician
Dr Mahathir said he based
his views on the “MacDon-
ald’ s-hamburger” premise

a burger would cost be-
tween $4 and $10 in the UK
but the same burger would
onl}q cost between $1.50 and
$2 here.

“Workers in Europe may
be earning wages 10 times
more than Maaysians but
their standard of living and

urchasing power are no
tter than ours,” he said.

In_this respect, Dr Ma-
hathir praised the patience
of Cu for Its 1985 mora-
torium on wage hikes at the
height of the fecession,

‘many objectioiis to th

. .In gratitude, the govern-

ment repaid thengestune:

‘implementing the New Re-

muneratio.n.,,syg?}gég}f‘&le-

though he wag aware.of th
new

system.

However, even the Gov-
ernment was dlssatlsf?ed
with some elements of the
NRS but agreed to compro-
mise becausbeténfadlspu eit
was impossitte for everyone
obestiged. oo

“But we believe trade
unions have a place and
that was why the NJC was
formed to hear their views,
he, said to applause from
unionists.

Alsp present were Chief
Secretary to the Govern-
ment Tan Sti Ahmad Sarji
Abdul Hamid, Human Re-

sources Minister Datuk L
RN 35

i Minister in the
Prime Minister's Depart-
ment Datuk Abang Abu Ba-
kar Mustapha, Public Ser-
vices Department director-

eneral Tan Sri Mahmud

alb, Cuepacs president Mo-
hamad Mat Jid, senior de-
partment heads and public
sector trade unionists.

Dr Mahathir later pre-
sented letters of appoint-
ment to Mahmud and de-
partment heads as chair-
men of the respective NJCs.
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