BM to ask :E%ﬂfbsffd%age of trainee pilot loans

LANGKAWI, Sun. — Mara
will be asked by-DatwieSen
Dr Mahathir Mohamad why
it—Tad_stopped awarding

loans and scholarships to

trainee Ing'IOtS' o ]
The Prime Minister said

today that a one time Mara

did give out such facilities
but had now stopped doing

S0,

“I will ask them why they
have stopped giving the fa-
cilities,” he told reporters
after a visit to the  resort
island to check on the pro-
gress of development pro-
jects particularly for Lima
*93 currently under way.

Dr_Mahéathir was com-
menting on the grievances

of trainee pilots in their in-
ability to get scholarships to
compliete their traning_to
earn the commercial pilot
licence. . .

The trainees’ grievances
were aired by Mofaz Air Sdn
Bhd managr|]ng director Lt-
Kol (Rg Mond Affendi Mus-
tapha fo reporters when Dr
Mahathir visited the Mofaz
P,\}llot Training School

PTS).

Affendi said despite a
comprehensive report on
the excellent prospects for a
career pilot, he was disap-
pointed to learn that Mara
did not give lgans or schol-
arships™despite spendin
much more Tor students o

other disciplines.

He said with new flight
routes undertaken by Ma-
laysia Airlines there would
bé a demand for 256 to 300
new commercia pilots an-
nualy.

At  the MPTS, Mofaz
chargeﬁ $113,606 for the 14-
morith traimng of pilots —
very much lower than those
charged by foreign pilot
training schooals.

He said at the MPTS all
training was in accordance
with sfandards imposed by
the International Civil Avia
tion Organistion %CAO).

Affendi. said the countr
would gain substantially in
foreign” exchange if they

send pilots here for training
as they would eventually be
able tQ replace the 366 Tor-
e& pilots now hired by

In the meantime, MAS
has aready committed 16
trainee pilotsfortraimng at
MPTS

Earlier, Dr Mahathir took
a 30-minute ride on a
Schweizer-300 C three-seat-
er helicopter and toured the
island.

He said what he saw from
the air pleased him.

“From the Delima Resort
coastline to Bukit Raya I
saw a lot of greenery and
undergrowth ‘where “there
once wWas erosion.
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