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JWOB DAI-IARU,. I)ec 1 /!Bernama), - seri’ Dr M;;,hath:i r’ >.i0lj2i~;ld

'stres&if todi:y 'the pr0p0sa1 to arnc Fedorai C:r)~~st:i’t~l’i..io:i  i.:; n o t  a:imed
at doing, ‘away wi-th  .the  monarchy zistern in this co\.~ntry .

The Prime Minister said the Rulers would be retained b1.1.t:  ‘il i.!.i !: immun:i.ty
would be ‘removed to sitvc ,the people Iron irres;por!si3:)lc a(;t,iox  :; ?A:l.‘olicJli
ab& ,of power. j ‘_

+I hope  the inc)Ve we :arc t ak ing  w i l l  b r i n g  good :t:) <Ill. %erc: ,i-::;  ~0

intention to do away ,,lith  the monarchy system. This has been Ulnno':; stand ,.
from the beginning. . . . we want the monarchy systW 7;s i t  re~J~.‘c:;C?@d  the

Malay identity. . . our  culture ,+ Dr Mahathir ,  trho is nl:;o  .thc Ilmno  .President
‘said. \

+Wi2 don’.i  wish to drop our culture to the extertt  of Josing  our
directions and ,not knowing who we are, But. what we want.  is il system of

monarchy which .is bf bmel:it: 'to the Rulers and t-lie peoi~le  and this  rie can
’ ,have ,+ he said ,when  address ing about  1  , fl0Q  Untno  leaders from aJ.1 1 8
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UMNO adopted’ this. stand not ‘because it wanted to do awily lwj.th the
system of monarchy but power had been abuse.d  and this power  h,.~!l to be .taJ<en  ..
away that ‘is immunity, from prosecution, ‘he sa:j.ii.

+If w e  ‘are n0.t  prepAreif  to criticis,e  whe:h
fault,+ he. said,

Solme  t: 11 i. D g :i :; ii’TC1.i  !j , P;c ;I re a t

’ The’  Pr ime Minis ter  said ‘that also from the a:;pec~: of j SJ.~~I: :it: v:n:; C;.ICQ~
there should not be any immunity as :in~IsJam everyone 7; ii I I.! 1:: I J I! :
and no one was above the other.

by ‘IAle law ‘.

From the aspect o:f IsJ.am and .also morally everyone war; JI~I~:I~!  i.)y tile law
and there  i s  noth ing ,that is not yovern*ed  by Jaw, he :;itif.!.

He could be the Prime- Minister,  if he.. did wrong, he vo-r~.j.d  bc :;ubjec,ted.
to the law, Dr Mahathir said.

+This is t h e ‘situdtion  (in ou r  coun t ry  and  we SliOl~lil rctai:: I,.! and  g i v e
meaning to  .the  fact tha,t the Jaw protect:; eVCryC)liC and rici'cin2 ::;:.L; ;hovc the
law.+

D,r Mahathir said even without such immunity i I: tiId not; XC?:1 I:hC Rulers
were no longer Rulers. -- more
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A? such the Prime M,inister  said, the Rulers and the monarchy system

would  rema+ even though the government made the amendment:;,
+It ‘did not mean with the removal of the- immunity,

the Rulers: *
.‘WO  ,ro Ic\ll$‘,r,  rer;pcct ’

de will  respect the Rulers ‘as Rulers. ‘;lut if they. for
instance, slap us, we have. a place to complain,.

’
. :Yhi:.i i.L;’ l~hnt.  ,ie are g o i n g

. to amend.,..,so ‘there will, be no problem and I hope the Ru.l.ers  -/ill ag ree .+ _
+It 'S true .that some 'feel' that sirice the j.:lc.j.deliI:  only  tlaprcned in

J o h o r  t h e  m a t t e r  r;hould be  rec t i f ied  only  in  Johor  bui;  c;-li* wt. have s u c h
’

” laws only for J o h o r ? the Prime Minister asked.
Dr MAhathir said the laws should apply to

amendment was meant for all and he exprecec  1‘
all ;inii  the prLj~‘~Ged

a~td the  lIOp2 tflilt; i.liC!  RLl.ers  'Vf0UJ.d
acccp$ the amendments as. the Rulerl-3 wo’uld  RClt C!Om~~t;  aily~~hi,ilq Wmlg md if

they did not wish. to do wrorig  then/ why should there be imn;ua.ity. -- more
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+We have not done anything ‘wrong. Why do we need immun:ty.  . . Ltlere  is
no need for irnntunity ; hlhat  we want_ to take away is ~O~if~~j!ii~!j  iA;-:!: is n0.t ’

used,  not something that is used,+ he‘ added.
Everyone knew .t.hat -the incident was not ,the  first, he :;r~id I ,:iiding;

+But  I myself admit I was wrong because when .it hapl)ened in ‘the  past, I did
not take effective action.’ Maybe, to advise, . . which had been tried before
but had not been effective.+
‘, Dr Maha-thir said he regarded it as his own mistake an.d he could  not
faul t  o.thers Ijecause  d-we h a v e  p o s i t i o n , status and power and Aid not use
that power. . . +

+That is why we find .that officers, w h e n  asked to do somethi.n<j  that
should not be done, do it because they do not have protectj  OII Mimi those
with more authority. If’ they do not do it, t,hey  may be faultccl  ;lnd  in -this
situation, if the people who are really in authority do not have a firm
st.and, the subordinate officers could not possibly have a firm stand.

+So,  it  is our fault.  I feel tf&most at  faul t .  That  is  why I have  t o
make a statement .to g:i.ve the people protection.+ -- more -’
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Dr Mahathir stressed that such incidents had repeatedly ol-curred
because those in authority .had not .made a s.ta’tement.  that such tiling:;  c o u l d
not be allowed...’ This had caused a problem because .the Malays did not ?i.kc to have bad
relations among themselves and with their 0w.n Rulers. ,.

+But if (it is) wrong, we have to say it i:; wru~lg. We &an bc;;i” IlOt; .

,saying it time and again but one day we have to say it, , . that this is
wrong, If we get scolded, so’ he it .  This is a risk, or else ihcrc is no
need to be prime ,m’inister..  ,.+ he said to applause from t!lose prment.

He said the Malays  (fid not like such a situation to co-iiti.nu::  but God
willing and with the aeople’s support he was coqfident  t1la.L the Rulers
would respect the people’s wishes,

’ Dr M a h a t h i r  a l s o  d w e l t  a t  l e n g t h  o n  t h e  hi.s~to:ry of the L;:\ic::rs  lin
Europe~.
-- more ,I
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Br Mahathir  s a i d  today’$ m?eki.ng  was n o t  pl.anned bccailse 0': the

inc;ident hot was arranged long. ago and it was a r:o.i:ncide*lce  th;it he had to
at,tend ‘a function organised by the. Malay Chamber 0.f Corm_ TC(I and IndUStrY
here tonight.
.TI~& reminded all parties j.n I)~~.uo'  of .the impc>,rta.ac:e  ‘(:I!  FL LOI!MCIiI  s t a n d  i n
giving  18.8 per cent support  to whatever action taken by Jolrior  ~ilOn0.
+-Let us f i g h t  t o g e t h e r  f o r  t.he good  of the Rulci::; dnd  M;llays.ia which is
well-known as a peaceful couxitry  today. I n  t,his -r~rl.tf .thc!ro  is n o  .country

_ as peaceful as Ma1aysj.n  despjt:e it ha'yj.ng var,io'iJs  C(CCC.C; KIT! rel_iCJiOI1S,+,  he
, s a i d ,

He added that it was through this peace .that ‘?:l;:! t:o\i j.1 I: ?:’ y con 1: i a11  e d LO
develop’ and enjoy many things and success c o u l d  IJL ;~chic~cd  _I 1’ the p e o p l e
were united. -- Berhama ,’
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