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urs. — All civil
servants must implement
directives issued at the
State level if the directives
do not contravene the laws,

Prime Minister,Dan.\.LSen
Dr Mahathir Mohamad said
ol Viohamad sp
“I]y ‘the directives have
good intentions, there is no

reason for them not to exe-
cute them.

“However, if Federa and
State Government officers
receive directives which
contravene the laws, th
should refer to their heads
of departments,” Dr Ma-
hathir said after visiting the

Mini Syarikat Kerja-
sama Kaum “Ibu Kubang
Easu Timur a Kepala Batl

ere.

He was responding to

uestions from reporters
t at certain State civil ser-
vants were uncertain
whether to abide by the dir-
ectives from State officials
following the Johor contro-
versy.

Asked whether the Gov-
ernment planned to stream-
line the functions of the fed-
eral and State civil service,
Dr Mahathir said:

“The Government does
not have plans to streamline
the State and Federa civil
ser¥ice because the State
civil service belongs to the
State Sovernment.””

In view of the existin
structure of the State civi
service, there will be prob-
lemsto streamline the State
and Federal civil services,
he adde

Asked to comment on re-
ports that Primary Indus-

tries Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Lim Keng Yak had proof
that the Pahang palace had
pressured theforestry offi-
cers and police during their
investigation into two con-
cession areas which were
?hvm to the royd family, Dr

ahathir said’he wanted to
see the proof to determine
whether the allegations
were true.

Earlier when speaking at
the Majlis Sepetang Ber-
sama Perdana Menteri_at
Sekolah Kebangsaan Seri
Bana here, the Prime Min-
ister praised Mdaysians for
their understanding of the
{:ountry’s democratic sys
em.

‘He said the rakyat were
disciplined and lived harmo-
niously, adding that this
was the envy of ‘other coun-
tries in search of true de-
mocracy.

“In Malaysia, the people
understand ‘the meaning of
freedom under a democratic
system. They do not go over-
board but conduct matters
in an organised manner.

“People used to say that
we did not know how to
handle democracy, but they
are now asking how we can
lead harmonious lives and
use democrecy effectively
Ior the benefit"of the coun-
ry. o
He, however, said this did
not mean that the running
of Maaysa was as
compared with other coun-
tries without multi-racial
societies. i

However, with the co-op-
eration of the people, the
running of the country was

smooth, he said.

Dr Mahathir added that
dight problems were experi-
enced in Sabah and Kelan-
tan, but these posed no bar-
rier in the lives of
Malaysians.

He cited examples of re-
searchers from South Afri-
ca, the South Pacific and
Indochina who visited Ma-
laysa to study the muilti-
racial democrafic system.

Many other countries
which “practised commu-
nism were also interested in
the _country’s success.

“This shows the success
of our system. We must be
thankful that we know how
to use democracy effective-

ly

Not all countries had such
advantages, said Dr Ma-
hathir, addln% that many
tried but had Tailed to sus-

tain democratic systems.

“Some of these nations
stopped being democratic_as
they were plagued by racia
disharmony.,” strikes and
bad economies. Thisis be-
cause they did not under-
stand democracy.”

The Prime Minister re-
minded the people that it
was they who decided who
their leaders should be.

“If their leader has not
worked hard, they can
choose someone else. Thisis
not the case in an autocratic
system.”

Dr Mahathir added that
Maaysians must hold their
heads high and stand tall at
al levels to obtain the re-
spect of other developing
countries.
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