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Rulers to discusg changes on Jan 16

By WONG CHUN WAI

KUALA LUMPUR: The Gov-
-ernment Will get the Rilers’
consent to the constitutional
;amendments befor e tabling
them in the Dewan Rakyat,
Prime Minister Datuk Seri

r Mahathir Mnhamadsald

" He%said a special Conference
of Rulers would be held on Jan
16 to discuss the proposed
amendments which would re-
move the Rulers immuni
. Dr Mahathir reiterated the
Government's assurance that it
wanted t0 maintain the constitu-
tionad monarchy.

“There are many countries
which do not provide such immu-

nity for Rulers but they still re-
man as Rulers,” hetold news-
men after Fr&eenn ng prizes to
winners of the Premier Equestri-
an Championship (see Page 3).

The Dewan Rakyat will sit on
Jan 18 and 19 and the Dewan Ne-
gara on Jan 20.

Dr Mahathir said in modern
times, the people could not alow

such immunity to be enjoyed by.

an_¥ quarter.
0 aquestion on Semangat 46's
decision to oppose the proposed
amendment, the Prime Minister
said he failed to understand the
party’s stand.

Séemangat, he said, appeared to
be confused over the position of
the Rulers and the question of im-

munity. ,
He refuted a suggestion by the

loar% that any move to remove
he Rulers' immunity would af-
fect their sovereignty.

Asked to comment on the dif-
ferences between the DAP and
Semangat over the proposed
amendments, he said the people
supported the Government’s

move

“They oppostlon WI|| be ques
tioned. The people will then ask
what |sthe|r stand realy if they
refused to support (the proposed
amendments),” he said

To a question on Semangat S
decision to hold ceramahs
throughout the country to explain
its stand on the proposed amend-
ments, Dr Mahathir said the par-
% ty had the right to do so but said
the Government would act if se--
curity was threatened.
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