Party to explain
move atJan9
iInformal talksa/

By WONG CHUN WAI

KUALA LUMPUR: Umno has agreed to an
unofficial meeting with the Rulersto dis-
cuss the proposed amendments to the Con-
gitution to [ift their immunity.

Prime Minister Datuk &eri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad, who is Umno president, $atd yesterday that the
part would be represented by him, his deputy Abd-

hafar Baba and the three vice-presidents —
DaIuk Seri Anwar lbrahim, Datuk Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi and Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid.
The meeting, to be held before the Conference of
Rulers on Jan 16, had
. for Jan 9 but the venue
B Police against haddnot been decided, he
Sem said.
angat rally “We fed we can ex-
plain to the Rulers the
Intention of the move (to
amend the Constitution)
so that they will not
doubt our decision.

“The draft of the pro-
. posed amendments

would be given to the

Rulers at the informal

meeting,” .he told news-
men after visiting Angkasapuri.

Dr Mahathir said the monthlv Umno Supreme
Council meeting would aso be held on Jan 9.

The Government! he reiterated, had no plans to
abolish the ingtitution of the Rulers, only their im-
munity.

0 Umno Youth to
meet tomorrow

m DAP: Don't let’
Rulers judge
themselves

UNMNO AGREES
T0 MEET RULERS

“On Sunday, the Sultan of Pahang called for an
informal meeting between the Rulers and national
leadership before the Conference of Rulers. .

To a question, Dr Mahathir said the Attorney-
General had prepared the draft on the constitufional
amendments but the Government had yet to study
it.

He said the draft was discussed at his meeting
last week with the nine mentris besar, including the
Mentri Besar of Kelantan, in which the Attorney-
General was also present.

“Based on the discussions, the Attorney-Genera
has prepared a draft and it will be studied by the
Government at the Cabinet meeting next Wednes-
day,” he added.

Dr Mahathir said the amendments would centre
on Article 181 (2) of the Constitution which states
that no proceedln s whatsoever shall be brought in
any court against the Ruler of a state in his personal

cap ac
ec?l whether the lifting of the immunity would

also include immunity from civil suits. Dr Mahathir
said the Government could not make *an announce-
ment on this as discussions were going on. .

On the response of the Rulers towards the pro-
posed amendments, he said: “There have been no
direct rejections.”
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PM: Meeting necessary

© FROM PAGE ONE_ €™

-On his meeting with Umno
division heads today, Dr Ma-
hathir said the brigfing was
necessary as Umno leaders had
been hedring all kinds of views.

On a proposed Semangat 46
rally at |stana Bukit Serene in
Johor Baru, Dr Mahathir
warned that no one should at-
tempt to break the law, adding
that it was possible someoné
was trying to exploit the situa-
tion for politica gains.

“If we allow one section to
break the law without taking
any action, the other side may
thén ask why they, too, cannot
break the lav?' he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Gov-
ernment did not know whether

- 30BELIIN:

¢ any connection
with the Istana as alleged by
Johor Semangat deputy chair-
man Haji Abdul Kahar Ahmad
who claimed that the Sultan
had consented to be the guest-
of-honour a the “meet the peo-
ple’ rally on Jan 8.

Asked whether Umno  h
plans to counter Semangat 46’s
proposed nationwide gather-
ings to oppose the amend-
meénts, he said if necessary, the
Government would explain its
dand to the people.

“The rakyat has the right to
listen to what is really happen-
ing. If they (Semanget) want to
have a road show, they can go
ahead, but let’s see whose show
is bigger,” he said.
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