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M a h a t h i r - i m m u n i t y
PART OP THE RULERS’  POWER OP CLEMENCY TO BE !WlOWD, SAYS :IA!l!\TtIIR
b m
KUALA LWPUR,  Dee ‘? i3 0  Dernama) -- P r i m e  Minist.er  DaCu3;  Sc~ri IIr Maha.thjr

Mohamad said that ‘the constitutional amendments to r~rnov~ IAct immunity of
the rulers from prosecution will  include the removal of part a.E the rul,ers’
p’dwer of clemency and an amendment on the provision on sedition.

The additibnal  amendments were essential to ensure thca effectiveness of
‘, the amendments relating to the rulers’ immunity, he sai:l.

With the amendment @on  the provision on clemenciy, the lulerc;  wo111.d  no
longer have the power to pardon themselves and Emmediatc: members  of ,their
f a m i l y  like their ,childrcn,  he told  reporters after a meet.in~!  ~it11  a b o u t

1,500  Umno leader; from throughout the ccuntry, at the l’u’ira  Wosld  Trade
Centre  here today.

Dr Mahathir said that under such circumstances, the pob?r  c)L: clemency
would be moved to other parties, like another ruler.
The ru lers  wi l l  however  cont inue  to  s i t  or! the l’;rrdon!.;  ik~ard  i.n r e s p e c t

I of other cases. -- more
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‘I i +Rel.ating ,to sedition, the amendment is essential a:; i!~iy  nllcgations

,;:. against rulers .who commit, any offences come under -the dr~fi.~!:it.ic~u  of
,;, sedition -. . . that  is if a Qerson  goes to the pol.ice statioil to allege that

. . a ruler has committed an offence,  this in itself is sedition, + he said.
If the police report was seditious, it would prevent the public from

making complaints on any criminal offences committed by the ruulers, he
said.

iAs such, we have to amend and abolish the provision cn se.:ii  Lion in the
constitution,+ he said.

The Prime Ilinister said that the $roposed  am,en”dment  to the constitution
._ to remove the immunity of the rulers would be tabled in Parliament on Jan

‘(
c 1 8 .

‘,

On Article 38(J) of the federal constitution which :;t;ltl s athat +.$I0  law
directly affecting the privileges,, position, honours (31: d; gil:.tieS  Of-: tbC
Rulers  shall  be pasr;ed  without the consent of the Confer?nce  ol Rulers, he
said that what was to be tabled was a Bill and not a Inw.  --.- more
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Dr Mahathir said that the meeting of the 1JmnO
Cbnferdce  of Rulers on. Jan 1.6 was not aimed  at

t ~jr  I (:d (1 ~~:;hj.  11 wi th the
:;eQkin~  thi:  C!OU:;WLt  Of tll6:

Rulers Conference on the amendments to the cOnstitut%cix!.
+Their  consent ‘will only be sought after the Bill  1!;1:; kxi!  ap~:,rOved  b y

Par l iament  because  a t  the  s tage when the  Bil’l ,i::; debated .in Pnr?.ialnent,  it
is not law . . . SO we have the right to debate bn i$ in I’i,I.‘.ii.arI,c!l-lt  a~.thOugb
without the conserit  of the rulers ,+

+After that will the consent of.,.the, rulers b e  reqt.kirc?r ilrld ii c:Onsf!nt
- is given, the law will be va l i d ,+  he  s a id .

He was conf.ident that t he  Confe r ence  o f  Rul.er&  xOtll,d  give its consent
on the Bi1.l. I 1’

The’Prime  Minister  a lso  sa id  that  the  coaxed  t.k~;~t wa,“,, i\C(  !I<!d !:o
va l ida t e  .the *law in this context was the conscn’i:  Of the irra_-jc,l:j ty and not
the tinanimous consent  of  the  Confexence  Of Ruler:;,  -- UI~IJ.‘C
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He said .that ,the amendments to the constitution worilil  lot ;ilifC?C!t the
pol i t ica l  stclbility  in the country. It may affect -the ;rd!;,ini.s.t,ra,tiorl  Of
certain aspects only, he added.

‘. Dr Mahathir, who is Umno  president, said that at today s n;eeting he
explained to the Umno  leaders on the problem (relating to I:he rulers’
immunity) which had Occurred and the government’s pl.aa t o  overcome the
p r o b l e m .,

+ W e  feel that with .the immunity, there is a poJJ~.(*I- ; bi.li ty thii t a crime i s
c o m m i t t e d  b’y a sulkr  . . . this h,as happened an{ if R crime is commit ted ,  the
people’s v,iews  0 f t-he rulers will be a negative one  and i:hc people  will  no
longer respect the rulers,+ he ,said.

He  sa id  t ha t  t.he  gov’ernment  p l a n n e d  t o  abolJ.sh t!!c! immun:i.-ly  :;I) that &e
‘L rulers would not do anything,  that would expose IAcrrr tn !.ccJdI  ac:tiOt7 and ils

_ such the people w0u1d continue to respect the rul e’rs.
The  Umno  leaders attending the meeting gave thei?’  uaar!..!.mc)u!: !~~~I~~pol:t  ‘to

-the government ’ s s t and  irked called on the governmen?. ‘i.c.1  SCL 1 j ri111  y On’:the
matter. - -  Ilernama ., ‘.
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