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The removal of the Rulers’
immunity will be accompa-
nied by consequential
amendments to constitu-
tional provisions concern-
ing royal pardons and sedi-
tion,

“F
k Ser i  Dr

Mahathir ohamad said to-
ilay:~-

The Prime Minister said
this had to be done because
amendments with regard to
Rulers’ immunity would
only be effective if the rele-
vant clauses were amended
accordingly.

“While amending clauses
on Rulers’ immunity, the
Governm nt also has to
amen ’
9

er provisions re-
lati to sedition and the
Rulers’ rights of pardon,” he
told the Press after meeting
some 1,500 divisional heads,
branch chairmen and infor-
mation chiefs nationwide at
the Putra World Trade Cen-
tre.

The gathering fully en-
dorsed the proposed amend- _
ments and urged the Gov-
ernment to be firm in
handling the matter.

Dr Mahathir said some
members were of the opin-
ion that the newspapers had
been a bit aggressive in
their reports on the issue
but others were quite happy
with the manner the Press
was handling the issue.

Replying to questions by
the Press, Dr Mahathir said
the consequential amend-
ments had to be made to
prevent the Rulers from par-
doning themselves and the
people close to them like
then  children.

“The rights to pardon will
be transferred to other par-
ties...maybe to other Rul-
ers,” the Prime Minister
said.

However, he said the
functions of the Pardons

Hoard would remain, add-
ing that there were other
cases which did not involve
the Rulers.

On the pro osed amend-
ments to the cPauses on sedi-
tion in the constitution, Dr
Mahathir said they were
necessary as, at present, it
would be con&idered  sedi-
tious to charge any Ruler
who committed an offence.

Citing an . example, he
said: “If one
station to 1

oes to a police
ofige a report al-

leging that a Ruler has com-
n$?$;=$;&the  act con-

Because of this, he added,
the Government had to re-
move clauses connected to
sedition.

The amendments would
subject the Rulers to

,P
rose-

cution for both civi and
criminal offences.

Dr Mahathir also said that
the draft of ‘the proposed
amendments had been sub-
mitted to him by the Attor-
ney-General Tan Sri Abu
Talib Othman and was be-
ing studied by the Govern-
-ment.

He said the amendments
to the law would not be ret-
rospective.

When asked whether the
amendments would give
more power to the executive
as claimed by the Bar Coun-
cil in a statement today, he
said in a democratic system,
the Government could not
afford to exceed the limit of
the executive powers as the
peo

TR
le were the judges.
ey act as the check and

balance, he said. Moreover,
there were also courts
where people could seek re.
dress.

Dr Mahathir also said that
the proposed amendments
would have to receive royal
assent before it could be-
come a law.

However, he said the Bill
could be tabled in the De-
wan Rakyat and Dewan Ne-
gara to get the approval of
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Political
stddity  .
‘not affectfd’

get the Rulers’ consent.
Askea,wh&..would  hap-?

Pen if the Rulers declined to
give the consent, Dr Ma-
hathir said: “We will look
into it.”

Dr Mahaaid  the con-
troversy with regard to the
proposed amendments
would not affect the coun-
try’s Political stability but
might affect slightly certain
areas of the Government’s
administration.
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