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EMBARGO: FOR RELEASE .AFTER  9PM TONIGHT
. Mahathir-message

TASK OF. ALL TO” ENSURE ECONOMY REGISTERS ESXRED GROWTH
b m 1

41 dP
KUALA LUMP@,  Dee 31,  (&!ElJtKi) -- P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  Da.tuk  Sqi Dr Mahathiri

Mohamaoas  called for cooperation of all Malaysians to CIISUIC:’ that the
country’s economy would continue to ‘registei- the required growth rate.

He said this was important as the country’s development. anrl progress
were dependent on a healthy and eontinous  economic cxpans:ion.

+The  responsibility of ensuring that the country’s econnmy  ::o;rtinues t o
expand is not the r’espbnsibility  of the government. ~~lonc,  Ti: :; the .task and
responsibi.lity  of al.1 Malaysians,+ he said in his New Year mc::sagc over

Radio and TeleVisyen  Malaysia (RTM)  tonight.
He said Malaysians could play their role by bei.ng  ,thri:li’y and not be

lavish in their spending in eff0r.t.s to curb inflation.
y They should also Increase  their savings so that it:  cou!.ii  bi: used for

productive investment, he said. --more
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Mahathir-message 2 Kuala Lumpur

He said a strong domestic ,savings was a basis needed to ensure that
.!investments in the country were increased.

. Likewise, he said, the workers could contribute by increasing  their
productivity and effi.ciency  while not making unrea~oriablc  demands  for pay

.i n c r e a s e s .
+Any  wage increase must be commensurate with an increa::e in

productivity,+ he said, adding that increase not accompanied my higher
productivity would only result in Malaysian products becc’mini;
u n c o m p e t i t i v e .

Dr Mahathir said that, when .this  happened, the losers, apart from other
employers and the country, would be the workers themselves.

The exporters on t.heir part ,should  be mor.e  aggrcsive in making the
necessary’ adjustments to seize whatever opportuni.ties  wh.!.ch  wzre made
available by the changes in the international economic arid political

s c e n a r i o ,  h e  s a i d .  - - m o r e
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Maha-thir-message’  3, Xuala Lumpur

He said they should ‘also be bold enough to penct.rsLc new  marlicts  and
not to limit only t,o the traditional ones in the o1:.I:ort ?‘o widen the
markets for Malaysian goods.

+In this context-, ,t.he g o v e r n m e n t  has ini-tiatcd  movets  t.c intprovc
re la t ions  wi th  countr ies  of  the  South .  I t ’s  now u p  tx)  PIt!I.LIySiiA:!  CXmpallieS

to seize these opportunities,+ he ‘said.
Dr Mahathir  said that while Malaysia had vast natural rcsourccs and

capable human resources to become a developed comt:_~  I t I.(! P’txsOilCes  alone
were not sufficient without a change in attitudes ;J.l!d  YC Cd d:.St.:i  plhie among

Malaysians.
Negative attitudes, &which  could impede even grcn tcr exceI.i~:~lc(:’  in

p e r f o r m a n c e , must, be discarded and replace with ‘good  val,~c!;  such a~
hardwork,  integr i ty  qnd strong adherence to (:j.~c:i.ls!.:i.ne,  hf.: ssji!. ’ *

Dr ,Mahathir said that although the country’s e~o.r~~mic  ;I( h:i evrwxt;s  was
something to be proud of, there was a need for caution iIs Ike high economic
growth might not ~VZ  sustained’. --more
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Mahathi r-message 4 Kuala Lumpur

After five consecutive years of rapid growth, the country’s economy was
expected to undergo a proces,s of consolidation, he said.

“.i.,

+Although  there are early sign s ind i ca t i ng  t ha t  a  ,recovery  is in the ,
making, especially  in Japan and the United States, most e~:onomies  of t h e ‘I
industrialised  countries are still  ailing,+ he said.

He s’aid  the latest developments in the General Agrecrnet:t on Tariff and
Trade (GATT) negotiations, the European Community (EC) , ;lnd North Ameri’ca

Free Trade Area (NAFTA) ,  while presenting new o~qJO.c~,lmj.t .i.(!:;, wcr:c!  WqJ(:cted
to pose even greater challenges to ‘Malaysia’s ccbr~omy.

Hence, he added, Malaysia’s economy was ~anticipated  to gro\: about 8 p e r ,

cent next year compared with 8,. 5 per cent t,his year.
+A1 though ,this is still a encouraging rate, w e  Cilll no .IoJll:er  take fOi

granted that the aconomic growth will always be high,+ hc said. -- more
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Mahat.hir-IeessagJe 5 (last) Xuala  L u m p u r

On the politi.cal front, Dr Mahathir hoped that the, pe0pJ.e  .woultl
mainta in  exis t ing harmorly  and unity so .that t.he  country would  continue to
progress and prosper.

+Without  political  stability,- we ‘will not be able to achieve the
developed nation status which we envisioned,+ he sa:id while inviting
Malaysians to be wise of racial conflicts which had made life more
difficult and, once occurred, would be impossible to contain as proven in
several countries.

Dr Mahathi.r, who started his message by inviting the people  to be
grateful for bei.ng  able t,o celebrnte  the New Year in peace and harn~oxly,
said the peace a,nd stability enjoyed were blessings indectl,  cons ider ing
different parts“ of the world were plagued. with war, conili.cts  and famine.

Hence, he said the people ought, to be even more grate!:ni .Ior  the
achievement and the situation experienced in the who1.e :~f 15 92 ~~hich,  by

God’s will ,  were the results of their moderation c~n.\I J:c?.cntl es:; effort.
+I’0 conf ident  that  i f  a l l  par t ies  play th(3j.r  roles ,  carry out their

responsibilit.ies effect ively .and strive hard, OliJI’ i:QWl?I.“‘j WI 1I. bc ilble t.0
face the challenges in 1993 and the years beyond+ he sa:~ d.

He ‘also -wished all’ Malaysians a Happy New Yeill and ‘hol~<i  I.‘?“13 would
bring grda ter ~succcs s and prosperity to all.  --Eernama
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