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KAJANG, Wed. — Prime
ok Seribulte,
r ad today sai
mﬁkﬁfé_?g'?Attomey-Gen-
eral the head of the Bar
Council may be necessary to
overcome the actions of a
few individua s which have
politicised the council.

He said it was not unusual
for an Attorney-Genera to
head the Bar Council,

“There are countries, in-
cluding En%land, where the
Bar Coundl 3 headed by a
Cabinet Minister and” in
many other countries, the
Attorney-General is, chair-
man of the Council,” he

said.

“Even in this country, the
Attorney-General, had 'head-
ed the Bar Council (before),
he told reporters after at-
tending a Family Day gath-
ering at the Country
Heights housing estate

here.

Dr Mahathir said the Bar
Council amost resembled a
political party and did not
pay much heed to what law-

yers did. o
. “The people are dissatis-
fied because when thereis a

case of cheating by lawyers,
the Bar Cound_%doy&s%{Iact
fast because it is more inter-
ested in politics,” he said.

The Prime Minister said
that as a result of this, the
credibility of the Bar Coun-
cil had plunged. There was
also a need to safeguard the
interests of the public.

Dr_ Mahathir was com-
menting on Justice Minister

Syed Hamid Albar’s state-
ment yesterday that the |
Government._ might amend
the Lega Proféssion Act
1976 again to provide for the
Attorney-General to be ap
ointed chairman of the Bar
ouncil. )
Syed Hamid had said
there had heen requests for
more provisions under the
Act to make the Bar Council
more professiondl.
The Dewan Negara had
?_()%terday passed the Legal
rofession (Amendment)
Bill 1991 but it did not con-
tain ‘any proposa for the
Attorney-General to be pres-
ident of the Bar Council.
During debate on the Bill
severa Senators had called
for the ointment of the
Attorney-General as the
p_rlesident of the Bar Coun-
Cll,
In rg)lr)]/, ed Hamid said
the Act had to be amended
again to make such aprovi-
sion as it now onI¥YrOV|ded
for the post to befilled by a
anember of the Malaysian

ar.

According to Syed Hamid
geﬂerday, after the Bill had

een passed, many pegple
had suggested the appoint-
ment of the Attorney-Gener-
a asBar Council chief.

gP/ed Hamid had also said
thaf an Attorney-General
had been appointed head of
the Bar Council under the
Advocates and Solicitors
Ordinance 1947 which pre-
ceded the Lega Profession
Act 1976.
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