American
navy move
follows
pla& Q“JN’“‘

says Dr N&
KUALA LUMPUB, Mon. —

The transfer of US naval
logistics facilities from the
Philippines to Singapore
has not exceeded what Sin-
gapore had informed Mala%/
Sa and other. Asean parf-
ners.‘Prime Minister Datuk
Seri ‘Dr Mahathir Mphamad
sad today. o )

The Prime Minister said
moving staff and personnel
from Subic Bay to Singa-
pore was not tantamount to
creating a US base on the
isand. ~

.He said from what Malay
sia had been informed, the
move was to provide a re-

air and servicing facility
or ships and equipment and
to ensure there were neces-

personnel to man it.

. Dr Mahathir was speak-
ing to reporters after open-
ing the second executive
programme on Eroject ap-
praisal and risk_analysis
management at Bank Ne-
gara here. )

The programmeiis orlgban-
ised by the Harvard Clib of
Malak;lsa, Institute of Bank-
ers, Malaysia and the Har-
vard Insfitute of Interna-
tiona Development.

Singapore signed a memo-
randum of understanding
(MOU) with the US in No-
vember 1990 granting the
superpower expanded use of
gacﬂltles for its navy and arr
orce.

It dso dlowed six US F-16
jet fighters to use bases in
Sm(t;apor_e with a perma
nen m|I|ta|?/ contingent of
95 personnel. L

in apore Prime Minister
Goh &0k Tong had said his
country welcomed the secu-
rity presence of Americans
so’long as this was within
the 1996 MOU.
_ On the East Asia Econom-
ic Caucus and the opposi-
tion EXPI by President
Geor% Bush during his cur-
rent Asia-Pacific visit, Dr
Mahathir said it showed the
United States did not re-
spect .the right of other
countries. i

He said the US might re-
sort to taking other actions
and if it did; then it would
mean violatmg the concept
of freedom and indepen-
dence for al nations,

He felt that the US should
not force other countries to
back its decision not to sup-
port the EAEC. )

President Bush has said

the United States endorsed
free trade and was not in
favour of nor did it encour-
age the division of the world
into trading blocs,
_ Yesterd% Foreign Minis-
ter Datuk Abdullah Haji Ah-
mad Badawi said the forma-
tion of the EAEC should' be
decided solely by East Asian
countries. ,

He aso denied that the
EAEC would be a trade hloc.
As proposer of the idea, Ma
laysia merely wanted to see
that protectionism and
trade barriers were not im-
posed by rich nations.
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