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BUMIPUTERA  TCADI<RS  SIIOIJLI) COMPETE WITHOUT PROTECTION
Congress - ccmpc tc

bm lQdAN1992 c
&ALA LUMPUR,  J a n  1.0 (l3c:rnama) - - Bumiputera traders should be in a

posil;ion  to compete in commerce and industry without any protection in the
marke t ,  Datuk Sr>ri m. said today.

The Prime Plinister said however before this could be done they should
idenl;if:y  and acknowledge that they had weaknesses that needed to be
overcome first.

The main problems t,hat needed to be resolved was the lack of confidence
that they could succeed even without certain priviliges provided by the
government, Itc s;lid when  opening the Third Bumiputera Economic Congress at
the Putra World Trade Centre  here.

+God  did not create Bumiputeras less capable than others. They are the
same like the others. Their weaknesses and failures stemmed from their own
attitude and approach, which they had to acknowledge,+ he stressed.

He said Bumiputera  traders could rehabilitate themselves if they
admj  tted that they lacked confidence in themselves and if this could be
overcome many of I;he obstacles obstructing their success could be got rid
off:. -- Illore
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+For  as long as they are not prepared to identify and acknowledge .these
defects, the +-disease+  wi.ll  no.t  be cured only the symptoms, + he said.

Datuk Seri. Dr Mahathir  said such efforts should be taken into account
as although Bumiputeras could be satisfied with their 20 percent
participation under the New Economic Policy (NEP) it was attained not in
the normal context but in a situation which was deliberately created.

He said most of the achievements were the result of roles played by
trust bodies set: up by the government while the rest from business
opportunities which the government gave to Bumiputeras.

+As the 20 percent: achievement is the resul I; of +unnatural+  efforts and
situation the ability of Bumiputeras .to compete and maintain their share
should the natural si.I;ua tion be +re-enacted+ is doubted. In fact the
government is of the vi.ew that almost all the 20 percent of what the
Bumiputeres owned will. be lost if t,he protection now given is taken off .+

The Prime Minister said there was a possibility that Bumiputeras had
achieved the 30 percent; equi.ty but 10 percent of it had been sold to non-
Bumiputeraa to obtain quick gains. -- more
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He stressed the importance of Bumiputeras admitting their weaknesses
and trying to resolve them as the political patronage existing now would
not  las t .

Dntuk  Seri I)r Mahathir  cited the case of one suffering from heart
disease who would not be cured if he did not realise that his condition was
serious and needed surgery but instead depended on bomohs and traditional
methods.

He regretted the attitude of some Malays who were prepared to set aside
the interests of their own race just for the sake of acquiring certain
pos i t ions .

There were al.so Malays who took lightly what was interpreted as success
on earth and were prepared to make themselves and their race weak
purpor tedly  in  the interests of their Islamic struggle.

Several programmes to upgrade the ability of Bumiputera entrepreneurs
would be continued under tllc Public Enterprises Ministry which had been
allocated $805.6 million under the Sixth Malaysia Plan. -- more
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The Prime plini:;Ler said the government wo-uld continue to be blamed or
be asked to sI.r.ive more to help Bumiputeras.

+But  can we convince our-solves that the failure of Bumiputeras can be
resolved merely through government actions? Is there nothing that the
Bumiputeras can and  should do by themselves ? Are there no weaknesses among
Bumiputera themselves that caused them to be unable to exploit all that had
been allocated to them?+

He said Bunipulcras should discard Lhe yearning to get rich quickly
withouL facing risks and .this  attitude was widespread as they were prepared
to make other races use their names in purchase of shares alloted to them
or obtain licences  and permits.

If such an aLtitude  pers is ted , lack of knowledge among Bumiputeras in
managing businesses would remain, he said.

He said there WCJ:C countries which changed governments or Prime
Ministers whenever the economic performance declined possibly because of
the government or Prime Mi.nister  but if it occurred because of shortcomings
and attitude of Lht: people themselves, the change would not succeed in
rehabilitating the country’s economy. -- more ’
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Touching on the lack of capiLa1  which Bumiputera traders always raised,
he said there was only one way of resolving it by adapting business to the
capital and not the olher way round.

On privatisation, he said because of the weakness of Bumiputeras, there
Was a possibility that the process would increase the share of
non-Bumiputeras and affect Lhc achievements of the NEP.

NeverLheless  Bumiputcras had acquired many opportunities and much
experience in management and business through privatisation.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said as such the government would continue the
priva ti.sati.on process whi.ch  had clearly brought more advantages than
disadvantages cspcc.ial.3.y at a time when the government could not afford to
bear the burden of financing public facilities which always suffered
losses.

+There  should be no anx.iety  over priva’tisation in the effort to achieve
the objective 01 the Nati.onal. Development Policy (NDP) . Bumiputeras should
show a more po:;i tive outl.oolc  and they should look for roles and
opportuni.ties  i.n Lhe grivatisat,ion  process to ensure greater success of the
NDP. -- R(~>rt\ami~
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