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By S. Jayakrishnan
and G. Danapal

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. --
The Cabinet views very seri-
ously any assault on indi-
viduals by anyone irrespec-
tive of rank or status, the
Prime Minister’s office said
today.

In a thre&paragrgg_h
statement. it said the Cabi-
net at its weekly meeting
today took a very serious
view of any assault on indi-
viduals under whatever cir-
cumstances by any person
irrespective of rank or sta
tus.

It said where such an as
sault had taken place, the
law must be alowed to take
its course, adding that no
cover-up would be tolerated.

Although the statement
did not refer to any particu-
lar incident, it is clear that
the aluged assault on a Pe-
rak hockey player a the Su-
kan Malaysia (Sukma) in Jo-
hor Baru last month was
one such case.

In the July 10 incident,
the goakeeper of the Perak
team, Mohamed Jaafar Mo-
hamed Velo. was dl?edly
kicked and slapped by
Tengku Abdul Majid Idris, a
son of the Sultan of Johor.

The full text of the Prime
Minister’s office statement
read: “The Cabinet at its
meeting today, among other
things, took "a very “serious
view of any assault on indi-
viduals under whatever cir-
cumstances by any person
irregpective of rank or sta
t

us.

“Where such an assault
has taken place, the law
must be dlowed to take its
course.
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“No cover-up will be toler-
ed.”

Meanwhile, in Petaling
Java, Deputy Inspector-
General of Police Tan Sri
Abdul Rahim Mohamed
Noor said police would
leave no stone unturned in
their investigation of the al-
leged assault. )

e said a special team
from the Federal police
headquarters had been as-
signed to the task.

“According to the report
(lodged by Mohamed Jaafar
in Ipoh on July 30), there
was an assault, and we are
pursuing the matter,” he
said. . .

“We will question al the
relevant people,” he told re-
porters at the Kuala Lum-
pur International Airport
after sendlng? off 30 palice-
men bound Tor Cambodia to
join the United Nations
peacekeeping force.

He said any action to be
taken against the Johor
prince would depend on the
evidence and directive from
the Attorney-General’s
Chambers, )

The incident was said to
have taken place after the
hockey final in which Perak
defeated Johor 4-2 in a pen-
aty shootout.

Mohamed Jaafar, who
was the Perak %Qajkeeper,
alleged he was kicked and
slapped by Tengku Abdul
Majid in the dressng room
soon after the game. ~

Criminal [nvestigation
Department director Datuk
Mohamed Zaman Khan said
police would record a state-
ment from Tengku Abdul
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“We are making arrange-
ments to see him.” he said.
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