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MAlf!1’l’;l  I I: IlOPES NAFTA WILL  NOT AFFECT MALAYSIAN TRADE
Ma]t<rl  II j 1. -. h’aftd

bm 4=BIJKlrI’  il:\‘;[; HIT;IM,  Aug 14  (Bernama)  -- Prime M i n i s t e r  _@tuk
Mahath  i I’ M!)li;~mad sa.jd todsy he hoyeci that the North A m e r i c a n
A~~~~~ir~\:~ri~.  (NXI!a) among the United States, Csnada  and Mexico

Seri Dr_ ..-.___
Free Trade
will not

adver-s(:ly  ;iffect Malaysian trade.
ExI)l‘i‘!;siIig  aI~yrchension over Nafta, he said Malaysia would

penet.l‘;,i:c  that market and step uy trade particularly with the United States
s t r ive  to

and MC.?; ice).
He w,; :; ;~sked t,o comment on a report that agreement had been reached

be~tr~t~err  .t;he  three countries to establish Naf ta, as was announced in
Wash in~t.on‘  on Glednesday,

The  ;rgrci>ment, among other things, provides for the three countries to
en joy  rcduct.ion  of import tariffs, elimination of Customs jnspections  and
reduo tion of bureaucratic procedures.

Dr Mahat.1~j.r  told reporters after a meeting with the people of ,Felda
B;rki 1. Tnngga  ;lcar here that Malaysia had expressed apprehension over Nafta
bccau:;~ ii h’ould  res t r ic t  the  entry  of  goods from outside North America. --
mor(:

M;~ha  l11i  I- - Naf ta  2  Bukit  Kayu Hitatn

Dr 3aIjaI.h.ir expressed disappointment over the setting up of Nafta by
the t.hr-cc  count r ies when they had rejected the East Asia Economic Caucus
(EAEC$  proposed by Malaysia.

He :;;I id rwuy Japanese businessmen were keen on the sett-ing  up of the
IV EAEC although the Japanese government did not seem’to support it.

+I-Io\:i~\‘~!l.-, we hope that  l a t e r  they w i l l support it because Japan is
uncle]-  1. rr:menifoti:; pressure from the United States.. .their mini van also is
s.lso not ;illowed  in to  the  US.

+In :;nch  a  s i t ua t i on , they will be forced to give priority to the
inter:~:;l;:;  of countries in the East,+ he said.

Dr Mallathir  said the government had note reJ.ented  in its efforts to
estsbl  .i :;h t hc: EAEC,  and that j f Ma1  aysia did not have the support of Japan
and Sou  I Ii Korea, the backing of other countries would suffice. -- m o r e
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M;i1;;1 t hi]’ - Nafta  3  ( las t )  Buki t  Kayu  Hitam

Add~~eri:;i ng the people  ear l ier , Dr Mahathir  said Vision 2020 was aimed
at, minq  other things, to make Malaysia strong and developed so that it
would noI be easily pushed around by stronger and more developed countries.

However, he said, the development desired should be balanced with moral

Dr- Xnhoihi  I: urged the peop1.e  to work hard towards achieving the.

Sri Haji
i Hanafi. Ram

Arnorlg  those present at the function were Menteri Besar Tan
Osman Ai,OfI’ and .the state assemblyman for Tunjang, Datuk Haj
- -  ~~wi~dina
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