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Tt IE identification of race 
with economic function has 
been rc~iuccd as a result of 
c*loscsr co-operation between 
(Xincsf~ and Humiputera 
busint!SsIniIn. Prime Minis- 
ter I)atu.l.&~ri l)r Ma.hdthir 
Mohatnad said yr~skrdzy. 

-l-jr; b&thathir aaid there 
was less disc~rimination in 
the business soc:tor todav. 

“This trend is good and 
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Less race 
known as Chinese compa- 
nies. This is a reflection of 
the enhanced co-operation 
in the commercial sector be- 
tween Chinese businessmen 
and Bumiputfra entrepre- 
neurs. 

“The co-operation is more 
meaningful as the Bumipu- 
tera partners have specific 
roles to play in companies 
owned by Chinese business- 
men,” he said. 

‘He said this when asked 
to comment on whether 
there was greater Bumipu- 
tcra participation in the 
commercial sector. 

I)r Mahathir, who is 
Umno president and Bari- 
san Nasional chairman, said 
since Uumiputeras could 
buy shares ifi these compa- 
nies, they too could take an 
active part in their manage- 
ment. 

“There arc companies 
now that were originally 

owned by Chinese business- 
men whose ownership has 
been transferred to Bumipu- 
teras although their Chi- 
nese names are retained.” 

For instance, he said, 
there were banks previously 
owned by Chinese but were 
now in the hands of Humi- 
puteras. 

“The staff and manage- 
ment are the same and the 
name is retained.” 

Asked to elaborate on his 
speech at the opening cere- 
mony on Hukum Hudud 
Pas, IIr Mahathir said what 
was preached by Pas was 
sometimes different from 
the true teachings of Islam. 

“For instance, Muslims 
used to pray together. Now 
due to the influence of Pas 
the community is divided 
and Muslims pray separate- 
ly and there are even in- 
stances of two imam. 

“There are separate buri- 

al grounds while marriages 
between some Muslims are 
not permitted. 

“Similarly, what is 
claimed by Pas as Hukum 
Hudud is actually Hukzrm 
Hudud Pas. 

On the proposal to allow 
Government doctors to set 
up private practice to boost 
their income, Dr Mahathir 
said no decision had brcn 
made on the matter. 
“But the basis for the pro- 

posal is that the Govern- 
ment is losing doctors as it 
i$not in a position to wy 
higher wages. The Govern- 
ment cannot and\will not be 
able to pay the [very high 
wages as *e pri+ate sector 
as it has to follow specific 
salary schemes.” _ 

However, the Govern- 
ment had to think of ways of 
coming up with suitable 
wages for doctors to over- 
come the problem. 
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