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MAY BE GIVING INFO TO OPPOSITION PARTIES

03
KUALA LIIMPUR, Aug 22 (Bernama) -- prime Minister Datuk Serj Dr Mahathir

Mohamad :;aj(] today there may be government employees giving information to
t,he opposi  t.i on yartj.es to raise politically motivated issues to smear the
government: ’ s name.

ije s;l,i(f  acl,iOIl  W0UI.d k)e taken against those who fed the opposition
part,ies wlt]l  information  but acknowledged that it  was difficult to obtain
eviderJce  on t,hese people .

+we 2r.e (I:, sapI)oirlted  I;hat, this is happening but whai i s  saddening is
whY t,hoY  <jr-e giving information to the opposition parties.

+It doe!;  not mean that, the government, will not -act.. .we Will aCt if the
e)nploveC:;  tlave  evidence (of  i r regular i t ies) and repdrt to’ the government,+
he toI (1 r(q)oJ.ters  after flagging off the Petronas Rally  of Malaysia ‘92 at
Taman  Tasik  Perd;na h e r e .

I_Ie was responding to reporters ’ ques t ions as to how the DAP had been
able  r,(] obta in  c lass i f ied informat ion f rom gOVeI’nment departments t0 ra ise .
such i:;sues as the a.llo(:atj.On o f  Telekom  Ma1aYsi.a s h a r e s ,  t h e  PornWraplhic
video l,ape allegedly  involv‘ing  former Dewan  Rakyat Deputy Speaker D.P.
Vija~~(l~.~~JJ  ;JJJd the purchase of Vol.vo  cars by City Hal l . L

+Thcr.o  ,JJay be i n s i d e r s  (giving  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ) .  ..but it is‘s little
diff i <;ul.l_  lor.  11s to obtain  evidence on this,+ Dr Mahathir said. -- m*re
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Aske(j d)Ollt,  the claim b y  the Ci.ty HalI employees union yesterday that

it had evjdenc!e of Cj.tY Hall s en io r  o f f i ce r s  having given information to
OPposjtjon  pa r t i e s , Dr Mahathir said the government was willing to accept
its rc+p()i.ft  j-f the illformat,j.On  could  be used as eV j dence.

+But:  i3: this .is j u s t  an  accusa t i on ,
it. II: i:;

i t  is  diffj.cult  for  us  to  a&ept
rJot OIJlY the seJliOr Officers who IJave access to documents but

a l s o  1.1~~ .junior-  s t a f f , +  he said.

DAP !;c’cr’et:arY-yeneral  Lim Kit Siang had ra ised the issue of wfJat was
c l a i m e d  t,o be i r regular i ty  in  the  purchase  of 22 Volvo  csrs by City Hall.

Asked whether Datuk Bandar Tan Sri ElyaS Omar had briefed him on the
purChaSe Of' the cars, Dr Mahathir said he did IJot want to intervene now
because  Che mat: ter was under investigatj  on.

+lf 1 irltervene, mY IJame  Will.  be used for purposes which may go
contrW to the {JrOCeSS  Of .faw,+ he Said. -- mOr_e
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Asked whether Lim could be prosecuted if he had in his possession
documents cl as:;ified  under t~hc  Offic%al  Secrets Act (OSA) , Ur Mahathir said
if there was evidence that Li.m had the documents then he had committed an
offence.

Dr Mahathir said that even though the DAP had raised the issues, the
government would hold to the truth and take action if there was a basis for
I L .

+Por c?xamp1  e, the video  tape said to involve Vi jandran..  .we follow  the
normal process, . . it j s the same j-n  the case of the Volvo issue. . . because we
do not want people to just make accusations.

+Maybe  .t.hey  are not in the wrong, and such accusations have smeared
their name. On the other hand, if the c3aims are true we have to clean up
the situatI.on,  + he said. .

Asked about. the sugyestion by Semangat 46 president Tengku Razaleigh
Hanrzah  that. the Barisan Nasional use its two-thirds majority in the Dewan

- Rakyat to amend the Federal Constitution and related laws to align them to
Syarjah  laws for those who wanted.to  embrace Islam, Dr Mahathir said the
sta~temer~I_  wds if political y,imrnj  ok. -- more
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+On  the one hand he wants to defend the DAP and on the other he wants
the support. of PAS, f. he said.
Tengh  Razal.eigh said three days ago that a non-Muslim should be,

allowed to embrace Islam once he had come of age although yet to attain the
age of i8.

The I’t:tior”;ll  Constitut..ion  provjdes  that a person under 18 years has to
h a v e  the approval  of hjs parents to convert; to another religi.on.  :- Bernama
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