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CUT  ~URRAlJCRATIC:  RED-TAPE TO DRAW INVESTMENT, SAYS MAHATHIR
(Embargo: For- use after 2200 hrs today, Aug 2%)
Mahathi r’ - M.ida
bm rr 0
KUALA I,UMI’IJR,  Auq 22 (Bernama  1 -- Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

Mohamad tonight called for slashing of bureaucratic red-tape to attract
more investments to Malaysia.

He also said that. conditions governing investments should be eased
further to provide for automatic approval. of projects which had met
stip11.l  dl.Cd  requirelne11t.s.

+Pol  i I: icians  are responsible for the pol.i.tical  atmosphere. But
admin istra t,ors at all 1.evel.s  must: continually improve their service and
efficiency,+ he said at the 25th anniversary dinner of the Malaysian
Indust.r:iaJ  Development Authority (Mida)  here.

He :;a I ti i nvesto’rs, both domestic and forei.gners,  looked for
administrative efficiency and a conducive political ‘atmosphere for the l

devel oJxrrr\n  I, of a free econonri  c system.
*

To rer111cc~  workload and time-consuming reports, Dr Mahathir proposed the
use of c!asy-to-fill  forms a n d  p r o j e c t  present.ations  whi.ch  follbwed  a set
format. . -- more
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He said the administrators should resort to any method which could

contribute to efficiency, including extensive use of computers. In this
connec1.i  on, he suggested the design of computer software that could provide
the neccss;~r’y  data.

Dr Mah,lthi  I’ sa.i d that a specific time frame, perhaps of a week, should
be given for projects which could not be approved immediately.

In arri v irrq at a deci.s.i.on  on a project, he said there was no decision
which was not. imperfect.

Therefore, he said, the rel_evant_  committee of officers should not feel
they had not been prudent unless the decision was clearly unsuitable
because  the i.myortant  thing was to learn from past decisions.

He was confident the time would come when mistakes could be reduced
although they could not be eliminated altogether. -- more
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+But.  noi. making  a dccisjon  or a delayed decision was worse than a bad
de c i s i on c + 11 c s d :i. d ,

On t.he role of Mida,  Dr Mahathir said the I.evel of investment jn the
manufact.ul’~ng  sector was proof of its performance in the promotjon  and
coordinat  i.on of industrial investment in the country.

He said M.i.da  also provided feedback to enable the government formulate
policies ant1  fresh incentives to be better able to compete with other
countrr  es for foreign capital and technology .

Dr Mahathir  attributed the success of Mida to the healthy pooling of
various factors such as matured management and dedicated staff and an
understandi.ng  of  i t s  object ives .

Neverl.hei  ess, he said, Mida should always follow market deielopments
and orj tntate  i ts approach to changes owing to the additional
responslbi.1  .i ty it; had to shoulder in line with Vision 2020 of making the
country  rl tlevcloped  nation in 30 years;, -- more
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For tdj  s , he saj d, .there was a need to always evalqte and enhance
staff: ur‘ot’it!;r;.ional.isnr  through traini.ng programmes to acquire skills because
it_ was not enough just ‘depending on good selection in the recruitment of
fresh cmn:l.oveer;.

1413  sii i tl c !:I arts toward:; this were import,ant because of the ever more
complex challenges owing to the i.ncrease in the number of countries which
swi-tched f r’om a centrally planned economy to ent,repreneurship.

‘The prjme mjnister  said some countries were able to offer a skilled,
cheap, Irardworking  and di.sciplined  workforce while Mal.aysj.a faced--a
shortaclc  of workers, a situation whi.ch  would definitely cause an increase
in cost.

+Unles:i  we can draw up new strategies, Ma1aysi.a will no longer be
at,tract.‘Ive  to jnvestors,+  he said. -- Bernama 4
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