Or M: Kit Siang

LANGKAWI, Sat Datuk
Sert Dr Mahathir Mohamad
said  today  that  he had
raised the issue of the DAP
and Islam recently only be
cause DAP seeretarv-gener-
al Lim Kit Siang had made
carlier statements on sensi-
tive subjects,

“He started it, not me”
the Priime Minister told re-
porters at the Langkawi In-
fernational Airport here to-
day when asked to comment
onh a police report lodged by
Lim against him.

Lim lodged a police report
against Dr Mahathir at the
Petaling Java district police
headguarters on Wednes-
day for allegedly accusing
him (Lim) of being anti-Is-
Tam. Lim claimed that the
accusation had endangered
his life and safety.

Asked to comment on a
resolution passed at the Sec-
ond Malaystan Chinese Eco-
nomic Congress urging the
Government to abolish
Bumiputera and non-Bumi-
putera status as early as
possible to foster greater na-
tional unity, Dr Mahathir
said:

“That 1s their call. Wheth-
or we entertaln it is a differ-
cent matter. i is up to us to
niake the decision.”

The resolution was one of
the 10 passed at the con-
gress after a two-day delib-
ceration.

[ater. in Kuala Lumpar,
Dr Mahathir said the DAP's
access to Government’s se-
cret documents o n o issues
like the Teleckom  shares
controversy could be due to
an “inside job™

I fe said he was disap-
pointed and siad over the

matter However,  he
warned that action weztd be
taken if there was < advice
that civil servants had acted
wrosponsibly. It we = unfor
tunate that Govorument
employees might be supply-
g information to opposi-
tion parties, he said.

Dr Mahathir said  this
when asked by reporters on
how the DAP, especially
Lim Kit Siang, could get the
Government's secret docu-
ments and whether there
was a possibility of an “in-
side job™.

Karlier, the Prime Minis-
ter flageged off the Petronas
Rally of Maualaysia 1492
which started at the Mer-
deka Square.

He said although there
was such a possibility, it
was quite difficult to gather
the information and evi-
dence to charge the culprits.
However this did not mean
the Government would not
take action against the offi-
cers involved, he added.

He believed that the offi-
cers were doing this with
theintention. to tarnish the
umage of the Government.

1f 1.im was found to have
the secret documents, ac-
tion could also be taken
against him. Dr Mahathir
said.

However, the Prime Min-
ister said the Government
would investigate the alle-
gations e¢ven though they
were made by, the DAP if
there was a basis to do so as
it believed in searching for
the truth.

“F o(r exampleh_th)e Viéan—
dran (pornographic) video-
tape an% (,hog (%ity Hall’s)
Volvo issues. We follow the

normal procedures because
we do not want people tobe
blamed just like that. They
mav not be guilty and as
stuich the allegations will tar-
nish their names.

“On the other hand. if
there is a basis for the alle-
gations we Will have to ree-
tify the situation.” he sad.

Dr Mahathir also com-
mented on the City Hallemn-
plovees union's  statement
that it hadevidence that
senior_officers supplied in-
formation to opposition par-
ties regarding the purchase
of 22Volvos by City Hal.

He said if they (the union)
had t he evidence, they could
hand it over to the Govern-
ment

Access to some docu-
ments was not restricted_to
senior officers, t he Prime
Minister said.

Dr Mahathir said hc
wouldnot Interfere in the
issues surrounding the pur-
chase of the Volvos since it
was being investigated.

“I am afraid that if 1 inter-
fere. my name might be
used for purposes that may
he in conflict with the legal
process,” he said.

On Semangat 46 pregident
Tengku Razaleigh Ham-
zah’s call that the Harisan
Nasionaluse its two-thirds
majority wn_Parliament to
amend thr Federal Consti-
tution enabling those want-
ing to embrace Idam to do
so just after reaching puber-
ty and not after the age of 18,
Dr Mahathir said it was just
a politica gimmick.

e said Tengku Razaleigh
was trying to defend DAP
while on thr other hand, he
was trying to satisfy Pas.
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