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MALAi’SJA  URGES MELAXA  STRAITS IJSERS TO PAY FOR ITS UPKEEP
Mahnl.11.i  r -r;tr’ai ts
bm 9L W

XIlC:lfTNG, i\uc_l  24 (Bernama)  - -  Malaysia  today re i terated i ts  cal l  to
countr  i es or shipping companies frequently using the Straits of Melaka to
contri  bu  I d towards  .i. tr; mai,ntenancc.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad sai.d it wonld be unfair
to expocsl.  Malaysia to maintain the strait,:;  without financial assistance
from these countries or shipping companies.
+If anytbiing  h a p p e n s .  , . . . , , we will be the vict,im,+  he to1.d r epo r t e r s

after performi.ng the ground-breaking ceremony for the She’raton Santubong
Resort at the Seaside Damai Golf Club in Santubong, about 40km from here.

It was on’ly fair that those plying the straits pay for its upkeep, he
said WJI(>IL  commenting on the col.lision  between the Greek cruise liner, MV
Royal. Pacific, and the Taiwanese trawler, +F.V. Te Fu+, in the straits
about-  .J5 nautical miles south of Tanjung Sepat, near Port Dickson,
yes tcrtlay .

The CI’II j.sc ship, carrying 534 people including 191 crew members, sank
15 minutes after being rammed by the trawler. -- more
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Maha thi r-strai t,s 2 Kuching .

The  Prime  Minister said there. was a real possihil.ity  of collision
involving o i 1. tankers happening there.

Dr Mah;r thi r said it was on this premise that Malay-sin had suggested
that (1 jcvy Ix imposed on ships or countries frequently using the sealane.

HOWclVC!r  , Malaysia, faced problem because the straits.was  regarded as an
intern<1  t j onal  waterway which did not provide for shipping there to be
regulat:ed.

This principle of international waterway was not appropriate in the
present-.-day context because it was made during the oldendays when there
was no pass ibility of mishaps like oil tankers breaking as there were no
such vcs:;els then.

+But.  now we need to monitor international waterways, just like .we need
to look after the Suez and Panama Canals or they will be damaged,+ he said.
- -  more
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We :;a id i 11 cer ta in  ins tances Malaysia had to maintain the straits, like
deepen i ~btj the waterway.

+Do (:c)11  n tri cs using the straits expect Malaysia to spend big sums of
money to maintain the waterway for them to use it free?+ he said.

Dr Wallathir said these countries should be held responsible if
accidents there resulted in damage to Malaysia’s coasts or-created problems
for it.s fishermen. -- Bernama ‘.
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