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KUALA LUMPUR: Wom-
en should not be denied
nromotion on the basis of
their gender, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad
said yesterday.

The Prime Minister
said there had been cases
in the public sector when
women were overlooked
simply because they were
women.

“Perhaps, such in-
stances can bc overcome
by rc-orientating men,”
he said after launching
national Women's Day

celebrations.

Present at the launch-
ing were Datuk Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Ali, National
Unitv and Communitv De-
velopment Minister- Da-
tuk Napsiah Omar and In-
ternational Trade and In-
dustrv. Minister Datuk Pa-
duka Rafidah Aziz.

Dr Mahathir said men
should admit that women
sometimes performed
better than them in edu-
cation and business.

“Men must come to
terms with this fact and
eive women the due rec-
ognition,” he said.

They should not, he
added. take advantage of

the fact that Malaysian
women were not mllltant

Dr Mahathir said he
was glad that women
here, in their fight for
egual rights, did not emu-
late thelr counterparts in
the West.

“There, the fight for
equality has led to mord
decadence. If the husband
is not faithful, the wife is
aso not faithful.” he said.

“Marriages have bro-
ken up as a result and the
family ingtitution is being
replaced by single parent
family where, sometimes,
the child does not even
know who his father or
mother is.”
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He said that, although
the women’s liberation
movement in Malaysia
was not extreme, their
lifestyles had changed
over the years.

Many young women
were working in factories
far away from their vil-
lages and families, he
said, adding that such
women could get involved
in undesirable activities
if they were not given
proper guidance.

“Their  employers
should organise religious
classes for them, provide e
them with recreational fa-
cilities and eet them in-
volved in hgalthy social
activities” he added.

He also said that as
many women continued
working after marriage,
Maaysians should revive
the extended family sys
tem so that their children
could be looked after by
their grandparents.

He said that having for-
eign maids to take care of
young children was not
healthy as they might ab-
sorb foreign cultufe and
might end up not kitowing |
how to speak their mother l
tongue properly.
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