-—r*enang no longer Dustbin

of the erent

By A. Kathirasen

PENANG, Thurs. — Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad tonight
conigratutated the Penan

Government for doing suc

agood job of cleaning up the
State that it can now discard
the Dustbin of the Orient tag
given by him amost two
years ago.

He sad he was glad to see
|mprovements in Penang as
it showed the State Govern-
ment had received his criti-
cism well. -

Smmknmdtasuuownne
at the Bukit Jambul Coun-
try Club, Dr Mahathir said
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Penang’s state of cleanli-
ness then, he was blunt in
saying that Penang should
drop its Pearl of the Orient
tag for Dustbtn of the
Orient.

“When | said that, 1
thought people in Penang
would gGy with me.
The Penang overnment,
however, took it as a chal-
lenge and began work to
l’eCtlfY the situation and the
resut now shows.” he

The Prime Minister said
that on his way from the
airport to Bukit ‘Jambul and
Komtar, he noticed that the
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roads were clean, more trees
had been planted, and road-
side stalls had been re-
moved.

“l congratulate the State
Government for making the
effort and succeedlng in
cleaning up the place”

“If everyone reacts simi-
larly to criticisms, the coun-
try will progrrss faster,” he
added.

Also present at the dinner
were Chief Minister Dr Koh
Tsu Koon, Finance Minister
Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahim,
Deputy Chief Minister Dr
Ibrahlm Saad and former
Chief Minister Tun Dr Lim
Chong Eu.
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