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MALAYSIA UNAFRAID TO SET ITS OWN STANDARDS ON ENVIRONMENT 
Mahathir-EnvironmenL J 

‘A .i 

XIJALA LUMPUR, 
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Sept 4/ (Bernama) -- Malaysia is una!f?~aid tc say that its 
standards on environment are different .from those of the developed nations 
because i.t. did not mean that -the Malaysian standards were inferior to those 
of the West, Datr~rLIk~l said today. 

+Our stan&ZlX are’ in fact superi.or to theirs,+ he said during a 
(Iuestion-and-answer session with some 100 participants of a national 
semi~lilr tc~ sc!ek ways 7.0 ‘implement the decisions of the Earth Summit. 

He was asked whether Malaysia’s :;l.ar~dards on ,environmental quality 
would be of t.he same s’tanding as those of the developed nations. 

+Our standards must conform with our own system, values (and culture,+ 
lltl repJ.:ied, poilltin~ 0111: that ~~1.iIlltl~I~d~~ were set by pcopJ.e and it did not 
mean that they would be inferior to .those set by others. 

Dr Maha-thir cited the example of the free lifestyle of the developed 
countries thal; led to the spread of AIDS. +It does not mean that we also 

4 have to adopt that:. kind of lifestyle,+ he said. -- more 
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He also cit.&d as example the story of an animal lover who beat to death 
a mari who kicked a dog. 

The Prime Minister fielded a horde of questions from the parLicipants 
at the two-day semi.nar organiscd by the National Steering Committee on 
Environment and Development to discuss and recommend ways to implement the 
commitmen.ts made by Malaysia at the Earth summi.t three morths ago. 

Apart from being par.ty to t-he Rio Declaration and a non-binding 
blueprint of action to undertake development without harming. the 
environment , called Agenda 21 , Malaysia also signed the Convention on 
Biological Diversi. ty at the summi t . 

It, however, ChX? t0 s&y CJUt Of t.hc! Dac.\: 011 dim&tic , ,ange 011 
r.,. 

grounds .t:hat it was a watered down agreement without specific targets to 
for industrialised naXions to reduce greenhouse g:lcses within a specific 
timeframe. r 

Dr Mahathir~ told the semi.nar ~11nt MaJ,aysi;l was probably the first 
co\JnLry , or anwrlg ;d very small group of nations,. that had made a national 
follow-up to the Rio summit, formally known as the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and DcveJ.opmcnl; (UNCEDJ . -- more 
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He said Milaysia had been scckiny to preserve the environment while 
undertaking developmbnt and the costs incurred would bring rewards in the 
1 nng run . 

He caut.j onetl, howevkr , that, not all ideas on environment coming frpm 
the devel.oydd or North cotintries should be accepted in toto without 
clues tion. 

+You must not, ‘be carried away (by these ideas). . . that yilu forget about 
the people l.iving in the enyironment,+ he said, underlining the need for a 
balanced ayproach when a ssessiny the clnes Cons of devel.opment and 
env.ironwen~t. 

While concedi.ng that some of the ideas from groups like t:le +Greenies+ 
were good, he said in other cases what they were’ actuill1.y s;iying was that 
+we should preserve our forests+ whi.lc they continue with their lifestyle 
and produce al.1 the obnoxious gases. 

He also said.~that when Malaysia spoke up at international. ford, it was 
not. seeking to be a role mode.l for othc?r developing countries. +We were 
‘sel;ting ou(; t.0 care for our own environment,+ he adilod. -- more 
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At the same, the government was aware that +people will focus on us 
because we are critical, but we can bear the scrutiny+, he added. 

While the governmerrt wonlld Le more selective in making sure that 
+dirty+ industries were not set. up, he noted that the Ministry of Science, 
TechnoJ.ogy and Environment had set, up standards which were ahead of the 
West. 

Dr Mahathir recounted that many other developing countries had 
expressed :xppart for Malaysia ’ I; stand in international fora but they dared 
not, do it openly for fear of a backlash from the developed nations. 

Herein, he said, Malaysia co-11.J.d draw a lesson in that it must be strong 
before i t c:oul;d c:r.i. ti cise others . 

On the imp3,c~mentation of t,hc nblig;lt.ion:; 01 the Ri.o’ summit, he said 4 
j.ns 1.j. tutional changes had been made for the purpose hut he warned that the 
country could not go +ovcrboard+ w:it,h it. -- more 
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He added’ they would have to study and define what.was meant by 
tsustainable development+, _Eor this, the government would even discuss with 
the Non-Governmental Organisations to reach an acceptable definition. 

Be also stressed the need to educat,e the people about the environment 
and i,ts issues for there were still many who did not understand or know 
about it. 

+We need environment educati0.n even in schools,+ he said. 
Malaysia’s Permanent Representative to the UN Tan Sri Razali Ismail, 

who closed the seminar, said it is satisfying for him to go’back to New 
York, knowing that a xational ConseusIIs was takirig shape on how to 
implement the decisions of the Ear t-h summit. 

He was the leader of Malaysia’s delegation to the negotiations on UNCED 
at the officials level. -- Bernana 
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