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MAHATHIR ADVISES TAXI SERVICE OPERATORS TO UPGRADE EFFICIENCY 
Mahathir-taxi, 
bm 4 2, ” ; ‘2 L! 
KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 9 (Bernama) 

( 
-- Prime Minister- ’ \ idlrMMiihZlf;hir I 

Mohamad today advised ;axi service operators to improve income through --~ 
-?j?eater efficiency rather than increasing fares. 

1:n countries such as Japan, the people I.ooked for ways to reduce 
expenditure when costs went up, he to3 d reporters when approached at the 
Maulidur Rasul gathering at the Dataran Merdeka here. 

Many taxi drivers in .th,e Klang Valley, protesting a9ain.;t the 
government. Is .decision not to all.ow a requested fare increase, recently 

( i-esorted to +:rest sessions+ by parking their vehicle:; and refusing to pick 
up passengers during peak h&rs in .t.he morning and eveni.ng . 

Dr Mahathir said .taxi servi.ce operators should determine why their 
expenditure went up and seek ways ‘to rediice costs, adding that by upgrading 
efficiency they would he able to compete wi t.11 other:;. -- more 
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He said that fuel was on3.y a small part of the cost of operating a taxi, 
service, adding tha.t t~he cost covered the price .of the vehicle and 
maintenance. 

Rep1 yinq to reporters ’ questi ens, 
at its weekly meeting yesterday, 

the prime minister said the Cabinet, 
did not, discuss the application :for a taxi 

fare increase because .the Public Enterprises Ministry was still studyiny 
the matter. 

Dr Mahathir al.so advised taxi. service operators ‘to improve the quality 
of their service. 

+If their service is good, many people will use it, This will he in 
1;hei.r own interest,+ he said. -- Hernama r r 
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