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ABOLISHING ENGLISH ADS NEEDS RATIONAL CONSIDERATION, SAYS MAHATHIR 
Mrlhat.hi.r-English 
bm cl ,I, * : 

;q> \ 

XUALA LUMPUR, Sept 3 pernama 1 ‘-- The proposal td ‘ibolish 
advertisements in English in the country should be considered in a rational 
manner and not. in haste, Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said 
today. 

He said suc:h a move should suit .the situation because the language was 
still an important means of communication especially in the international 
arena . 

+If everyone understands the national language, then advertisements in 
English are not necessary but in certain situations where we want to focus 
on non.-Malaysians, for exarnfle, we may still need Engljsh,+ he told 
reporters after attending the natj.onal-level. Maulidur Rasul gathering at 
Da taran, Plerdeka here. 

HG! WijS aSked LO coJme~~t_ OII in propo~aJ. I;o aboJ.i sh aiivertj.:;ernellt,s in 
English over *radio and television, wt1.i ch had become a ho_6 topj c of 

4 discussio~n. 
The proposal. was made by a cuJtura1 expert, Puan Azah AL~z, who felt 

Ltiat: the radio and telev:i s_j on stations in the country need no Jonger air 
adver-tisemenI:s in English and have a special English ne’work as t_his did 
not reflect the national :ident.j ty. -- more 
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The Prime minister said he did not, want the people in the country to be 
too fanatical over .the spirit of nationalism to the extent that they 

completely did not want; to use the English language. 
The proposal to abol.i.sh advertisements in English appearetl t,o have led 

to other suggestions,’ that ministers should not speak in English and that 
t.here should be no English newspapers, he said, 1 1 

Dr Mahathir quest_ioned how the minist;ers .were to attract foreign 
.inVestnlenLs to the country if 1:he.y should not speak in English. 

The usu of English would not; affect the spirit; of Iiatj.onalism ir1 the’ 
country, he said. 

+I c:onsider myself a nat.ional :i st . , . jut because I speak English 
SOmetimeS dOeS not: IJleiiIl [hilt I cease to be a national j.st-.,+ he said. 

He sajd that when he was in Jndonesia recently, he 
was being used more now than before in that country. 

+I was interviewed i.n EngJish although I can speak 
a d d e d . -- more 
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found .that English 

thei I l.anguage, + he 



CNS3063 
U GE 03-03 00111 EN42 
aae tbe 

Mahathir-Entjlish 3 (last) Xuala Lurnpur 

He added: +So we must, ,be rational., mr thinking must be rational, we 
must not get carried away by emotions nor always think of ourselves. Should 
we only regard language development as overall development when we are not 
progressive i.n other fields?+ ht: asked. 

The prime minister said Ma1aysj.a want:ed 100 per cent pr&jress in all 
fields and if command of other languages was’needed for progress, it would 
be a must for society in this country. ,. 

Ability to use English was a big advantage especial.ly wJ+n attending 
international meetings, he added. -- Rernama 
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