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says Dr/ 
Mahghir 
KUALA L&&JR, Wed. - 
Any proposal to abolish ad- 
vertisements in English 
must be considered ratio- 
nally, Prime MinisterDatuk 
SeriDrMahathir Mohamad 
said today. 

This is because the En- 
glish language is still an im- 
portant means of communi- 
cation, especially in the 
international scene. 

“If everyone understands 
the natiqpal language, then 
advertisements in English 
are not necessary but in cer- 
tain cases, where we want to 
focus on non-Malaysians, 
English is, important and 
necessar 

Dr Ma g athir said this to 
reporters after attending 
the national-level Prophet 
Muhammad’s birthday cele- 
brations at Merdeka Square 
here. 

He was asked to comment 
on a proposal to abolish ad. . vertisements in English 
over radio and television, 
made by a cultural expert 
Puan Axah A&. 

Dr Mahathir said Malay 
sians should not be too fa 
natical over the spirit of na 
tionalism to the extent thal 
they did not want to us1 
English altogether. 

“The proposal to abolish 
advertisements in English 
appeared to have led to 0th 

ments to the country if thej 
do not speak in English? 

“So we must be rational 
our thinking must be ratio 
nal, we must not get carriec 
away by emotions,” tht 
Prime Minister said, adding 
that Malaysia needed itf 

-ople to have a commanc 
of other languages for con 
tinued nrogress and devel 
opment: - 
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