
English, 
says PM 

- &’ 
By ZAZALI MUSA 

KUALA LUMPUR: The 
use of English should not 
be curtailed in the pro- 
cess of promoting Bahasa 
Malaysia as the national 
language. 

Prime Minister Datuk 
Serinr446IIC 
Mterday that 
the use of English was 
still important as the 
country needed to com- 
municate with foreigners. 

“Malaysians must not 
be emotional or fanatic in 
urging the Government to 
ban the use of English,” 
he told renorters after at- 
tending Prophet Muham- 
mad’s birthday celebra- 
tions at Dataran Merdeka. 

Some individuals had 
urged the Government to 
ban advertisements and 
broadcasts ir; English. 

Dr M&athir said: 
“They started with the ad- 
vertisements and later, 
thev will call for a ban on 
ministers giving speeches 
in English and even the 
English dailies in the 
country.” 

“Even in Indonesia, En- 
glish is widely used. They 
(the Indonesian journal- 
ists) interviewed me in 

English during the Non- 
Aligned Movement con- 
ference although they 
know I speak Ba%asa In- 
donesia.” he added. 

He reminded Malay- 
sians that the progress of 
Bahasa Malaysia was not 
the only measure of de- 
velopment as the country 
was lagging in other 
fields. 

Malaysians, he added, 
must excel in every field 
and be willing to master 
other languages as this 
would give them advan- 
tages to compete with oth- 
ers 

“It doesn’t mean that 
we will lose our spirit of 
nationalism if we con- 
verse in English. 

“Mastering the English 
language is an asset for 
us, especially at interna- 
tional meetings and busi- 
ness discussjons where 
English is widely-used,” 
Dr-Mahathir said.. 

“We still need English 
as a linguafranca to com- 
municate with foreigners, 
especially to woo foreign 
investors tp Malaysia. 

What other language 
can we use to attract 
them, if not in English,” 
the Prime Minister asked. 
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