
Dr M: 
By Manan Osman, 
Joniston Bangkuai T 
and Jeffrey 0 
Ramayah 
TAWAU, Thurs. - Certain 
quarters in Sabah want to 
isolate the State from the 
rest of Malaysia in the hope 
that “they could become 
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ments even though they be- 
lieved that it was no longer 
possible for Sabah to secede 
from Malaysia. 
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Certain quQtg;in 
support the BN. not he 5 e merit,” Dr Mahathir said the 

State Government had re- 
sorted to the propaganda of 
inciting anti-peninsula as 
well as anti-Sarawak senti- 
ments 

“They know that only the 
BN government can effec- 
tively develop Sabah,” he 
said. 

he said. 

Speaking at a news con- 
ference at the airport here 
before leaving for Kuala 
Lumpur, the Prime Minister 
said the overwhelming 
turnout at the BN Youth 
gathering here yesterday 
demonstrated the support of 
the people of Tawau for the 
BN. 

On the statement by Chief 
Minister Datuk Joseph 
Pairin Kitingan that the 
State Government’s move 
requiring Malaysians from 
Sarawak and the peninsula 
to produce their passports 
when entering the State was 
for security reasons, Dr Ma- 
hathir said security matters 
were under the jurisdiction 
of the Federal Government, 

The Prime Minister said 
the State Government did 
not even have the police and 
army whereas the Federal 
Government had all the fa- 
cilities and manpower to 
maintain security in the 
State. 

He said Pairin’s aim was 
to propagate the slogan of 
Sabah for Sabahans. 

He believed that if the Op- 
position did not resort to 
unhealthy tactics most of 
the people of Tawau would 

“Security is the responsi- 
bility and problem of the 
Federal Government and 

Asked if the relationship 
between Sabah and the Fed- 
eral Government will im- 
prove if Pairin is replaced as 
PBS president, Dr Mahat hir 
said it was possible but the 
person who replaced him 

bid to isolate Sabah 
must have a Malaysian out- 
look and not the narrow out- 
look 

As R 
ropagated by Pairin. 
ed if he had any par- 

titular person in mind, Dr 
Mahathir said it was for the 
people of Sabah to decide. 

Later, on his arrival in 
Kuala Lurn UT, he said the 
people of Sa \ ah wanted con- 
tinued peace and develop 
ment and would not suc- 
cumb fo threats or intimi- 
dation by any party. 

He said he was happy 
with the developments tak- 
ing place in Sabah and had 
observed that the people 
were friendly and believed 
they were all Malaysians. 

“They have shown that 
they are supportive of the 
Barisan Nasional govern- 
ment and they want peace 
and development -just like 
;;ldother Malaysians,” he 

Accompanying the Prime 
Minister were Information 
Minister Datuk Mohamed 
Rahmat, Housing and Local 
Government Minister Dr 
Ting Chew Peh and Law 
$r$r?r Syed Hamid Syed 

Dr Mahathir said the 
mammoth gathering at the 
Barisan Nasional Youth ral- 
ly in Tawau yesterday was 
testimony of the support the 

people of Sabah have for the 
Barisan Nasional govern- 
ment. 

He said Umno could suc- 
ceed politically in Sabah as 
the people there had confi- 
dence in the party which 
they believed could bring 
further development to the 
State. 

On his visit to Ireland, Dr 
Mahathir said it was to fos- 
ter better ties between the 
two countries. 

“Ireland has agreed to ac- 
cept our students in its med- 
ical faculties. This will be to 
our benefit as Britain is not 
acceptin 
as it use di 

as many students 
to,” he said. 
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