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DURLIN, ‘Sept. 22 (Bernamir) -- ~lalaysi.~j tun.iglC o-.ferecl its hand of e 

friendship and pJ<dged to work together with Ireland to prot.ect their 
mUt!lal. in teresl:s f rCjAl bei;lg ilrO\Jned by :;!;rOllgPi: and more <l~Vf?lG~~~d 
c:cnmtxies 1 

Prime Minister. Datul’ \ Sari. I)j- NiihiiLhj.~ ~h!!imid., who made the gesture, 
saj d al l;hough tll~~~~~,-cou.nt~rj es he3 o.rrgcd to regional. organisations, 
Ma1 aysia wi L:h Aseiin anal ’ Ireland vi.!.14 I;.he ~Lll~O~~~~il~l Commuui ty, it was 
imperltltive thilt, being smd 1 1. 11 ;I r::i on 5 , Ihey c:oo-perrnte and strengthen further 
1:hc i i‘ Inl1I:i~n.l t-i.c!s. 

DI. i%hathir , now On d fOllj~-diJy ciftj Ci.al v.i.:;.il: to Ireland, was :;i)eil.king 
at. ii djnUer given in 1li.s hono;ir by his Ir:! sh counterpart; Albert Reynolds, 
;I t, the Roy;iJ. Hos~)ital , Ki lmai dam, here , 

St,rcssing t,hat smnl 1’ (:oilTi’l:~:i es on t.hej I- own could have their interests 
ilrc~wncd by I-; tronger aiid more di~V?J.Opt!(? coWttr.i (1:; r the Mali~ysian prime 
min:i ster sai.d; .+One does not, JICC?~ t,9 loc.di back into histxry for lessons to 
illustrate .the rei;J i my that smail con;lt.ries are. ex~~endable, especially when 
thei 1~ fate hiis JlO be?lrj’Ilg 011 t,lJC! Well.-lleing Of bi.gger* .,lations.+ 

Desk_ibing Malaysi.a-Ireland relations sq. far. as qenerally warm and 
fri endl.y+, the prime minj.st,e.r iel.t, that it ‘was essentially passive. 

+We ijre .lj lte two neighboars who have been in tnJ.kj.ng Ixrms for a long 
Lime, hut whose friendships hild never gone beyond accI‘uaintanceship+ -- more 
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However, in an era when i.deoJogy wtis taking in backseat in relations 
between COVJIlt.l:iC!S, Dr Maha,th:ir was 
twa c:Ount:r.ies 

cert:airJ that it was now timely for the 
‘to sti.malat,e mori-! .inl.eri~ction and place .th.e.il- bilateral 

r c I. a t i on s 011 a much !; tronger fool::i ‘ng . 
In thi s (.:on.necf;i.on, Jlr Mdha~t,lG r, whc) earlier had loud:-eye. talks with 

Prime Minister Reynolds, sai (1 11e Was pleased that. they were generally in 
agreement Over the pbteat,i;~ls of expanding the scope and dept,h of their 
rel.ations. 

He sa:id insc~far as Malaysia wil!; ?!;nCerned, i t wil:; committed to the 
maintenance Of free tr?de With Other ec:Onomies Of the world. 

+-For IIS, the e~i.stence of ii fret ;ind cq~c:n international trading system 
i s cruc:ial . + . 

+It. has therefore heen of major concern to II:; to’ witxer;:; the gradual 
formation of regional; ec0:nomi.c: gro.upings that show al.1 ,‘.LKE signs of 
C:Oil.leSCZiIlg in%O ti~ild~? bl.CJ~!s, + j!~! Said. 

Citing t.he EC: as nn example, I)r Miihat1Ji.r sa.i.d the c:.ommuni ty itself was 
slowly moving towards economic :inctependence from. the res1; of the world. 

This was so no maI;tsr that .tlle progress tOWd1‘dS this. end was being 
c:ompl.:i.cated .by developments within the r:ornmu~~i.I:y itself or in the larger 
European -thea.tre. 

Across the Atlantic!, he said, the Nurth Anpzi-i can Free Trade Agreement 
(11‘ NAFTA presently involvjng the US, Ca.n?~da and Mexico, a.:hd’ pOsSibily other 
Ldt.i 11 Anle ricail c!Olmtr‘ie!; al-. ii lal:el: !; t:agc, w;i:: another example of a t.,ricde 
hl oc. -- more 
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He said that as the EC and North America were important trading 
pilrtners oi Ma1ilysin 6lld other Aseiln conntrj es, they were, CcJrlCerned that. 
the growth of such excl~~sion~.st t,erlde:nc:ies wc~~11.d create ‘new currents that 
w0ul.d arlific:iiiliy restrict free tr;lde only within reguliitetl boundaries. 

Dr Mahathir expl_ained that it was in view of this concern that Asean 
member c!onntries had proposed t.he fvrndion of the East Asian Economic 
ClillCXS (EAEC) that. woul (1 briny them OIlii other dynamic econom’ies of East 
Asia t,ogether . 

The countries woult? not, be a trade bloc: heicanse ~11 these countries 
depended on trade and economic relations wi.th other parts of the world. 

It was meant to strengthen the VW; CC of free trade by augmenting the 
voice of small. states I:hrough ~01 l.ecti v(: stands on cxmmon issues when 
ncgot.iating int,er~~iitionally, hc! adder’,. -- lkrnama . . 
-.O? Irhfl Inn ‘I ,: fi c( m 
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